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From the Managing 
Editor 


eine’ an apology both to our readers 
and to the author for a technical problem 
which caused some characters to be dropped 
from some words of Alan McKenna’s ar- 
ticle on ’Grass..by the Bucketful’ in the last 
issue. This was due to a slight mismatch in 
word processing programmes when the 
articles were transferred by disk to our 
computer. This article has been reprinted, 
minus errors, in this issue. 

At long last, I am finding a little time to 
do some modelling for myself after a long 
break in which the only things 1 modelled 
were turnouts for the branch’s new exhibi- 
tion layout. It is amazing how those odd 
kits, sometimes bought second hand as 
| bargains’, seem to accumulate! One thing 
I am putting to good use are some of the 
hints and tips, techniques and jigs that I 
learnt about at last year’s AVMRC Con- 
vention. , 

These ideas, plus some good tools which 
I am slowly acquiring, do make the job of 
kitbashing much easier. My latest effort is 
a ’bash’ of L & C NSW TFX car sides, two 
Vicrail AW clerestory roofs (from Steam 
Age Models), plus some old bogies which 
just happen to exactly right, into a NSW 
CBC open platform Pullman style car. | 
know the roof is not quite right and the 
window spacing, even after my cutting and 
| spacing, is not spot on either, but I hope the 
result, when painted, will at least look the 
part. 

Happy modelling. 


Roger Lioyd 
On the Cover 


Queensland Railways B12 class number 
31 at Aramac circa 1935. See the article in 
this issue. 

Photo by K Rogers from the Steve 
Suggitt collection. 
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Secretary’s Desk 


Over the last few years, the Federal 
Committee of AMRA has run a member- 
ship drive in an attempt to boost member- 
ship of the Association. When the drive 
began, the number of members was just 
under 1000 and it was hoped that the. 
membership drive would push our mem- 
bership past that magic figure. 

Three branches achieved the necessary 
number of new members to receive their 
‘rewards’ last year and the fourth branch 
fell just short. Despite this, the current 
membership is still under 1000. So what 
have we been doing wrong? 

We have been looking at bringing in 
new members but have forgotten about 
making sure that we keep the members 
that we already have. Only the WA 
Branch seem to put as much effort into 
retaining their existing members as the 
do in obtaining new members. Asa result 
of this, WA now have a branch member- 
ship that is significantly higher than the 
other branches and which is continuing to 
grow. 

The WA Branch provide all of their 
members with a reason for belonging to 
the branch. They chase members when 
renewal time comes around in order to 
ensure that they do renew. They actively 
promote AMRA within their state and 
advertise the benefits of joining through 
libraries and hobby shops. 

The other branches can learn from 
what the WA Branch is doing to both 

Continued next page 
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obtain new members and, more impor- 
tantly, to retain those members that they 
already have. It is easy to say that what 
they are doing won’t work here, but how 
do you know that it won’t if it hasn’t even 
been tried. Find out what the WA Branch 
are doing that has increased their member- 
ship so quickly over the past years and see 
what you can do toward helping your 
branch to achieve the same. Don’t leave 
it all to someone else or the branch com- 
mittee because ‘someone else’ is probably 
leaving it to you and the committee have 
too many other things to do. 

Do something today, otherwise a few 
more years may find us all as ’foreign’ 
_members of the Western Australian Model 
Railway Association. 


I have been asked by a number of 
people why we need a Federal Committee 
of Management. Just what is it that the 
COM does? 

The COM have a number of meetings 
each year where the business of AMRA is 
dealt with. Each meeting deals with a 
number of standard tasks as well as any- 
thing that arises at a particular time. 

The first thing that the committee deals 
with is correspondence. This includes 
correspondence with each state branch so 
as to deal with requests from branches 
which affect the whole association and to 
let the branches know what is happening. 
Correspondence between the COM and 
the publisher and editor of Journal are also 
common. 

As weil as correspondence within AMRA, 
there is also correspondence with the outside 
world. This includes other tailway clubs, 
insurance companies, trophy suppliers and 
many others. 

The next thing that the COM does is 
deal with financial matters. Accounts which 
need to be passed for payment include 
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paying Vicprint for producing Journal for 
US, postage costs, trophies and other awards, 
and insurance cover for equipment owned 
by the Association. The com as a whole 
must approve all payments. 

The COM then looks at the current 
membership on a state-by-state basis look- 
ing at breakdowns into senior, student, and 
family membership, at new and renewing 
membership levels, how much the member- 
ship has changed since the last meeting, 
and how the membership compares with 
the previous year. The COM can then 
decide on wy appropriate action which 
needs to be taken to maintain and increase 
membership levels such as the current 
membership drive with its incentives for 
the branch. 

Finally the COM looks into any other 
matters which need to be dealt with. An 
example of this would be recently when we 
looked at the last copy of the members file 
branch details which appeared in Journal 
for each branch. This information ap- 
peared to be some years out of date and, 
although the COM could have updated the 
names of the committee for each branch 
from the information supplied by each 
branch after their last AGM, it was decided 
that we should write to each branch and ask 
them to be mag the information. Most of 
the branches have changed either their 
clubroom location, meeting times, and/or 
other information that appears on those 
pages, so it is fortunate that we made the 
decision that we did. 

Most of the members of the COM also 
have other tasks that they need to carry out 
at times other than these meetings. [ will 
discuss the tasks carried out by the Presi- 
dent, Secretary, Treasurer, Registrar and 
members file co-ordinator in a later col- 
umn. 


Steve J Chapman 
Federal Secretary 


Information and Directory of Office 


Federal Committee 
Federal President Bryan Tyson 


Federal Secretary 
Federal Registrar 
Federal Treasurer 


Norm Read 
Ken Edwards 


Stephen J Chapman 


22 Tobruk Avenue Carlingford NSW 


Notes from the Registrar 

Firstly I must apologise to Dulcie Wardrop 
for not including her name in the Merito- 
rious Awards for the year 1990. It was a 
case of measure twice and cut once. 

Secondly, in the July-August issue of 
Journal, the Membership Renewals for 
1992/93 should be enclosed and on the 
Address label will be stamped ’SEP 1’ for 
those members who are due for renewal - 
so remember no ‘SEP 1’ on the label, we 
do not want any money from you, except- 
ing if those members have some Family 
Members who wish to renew. 

BUT if by any chance there is not a 
Renewal Form enclosed, as quite a few say 
there often is not, just forward your remit- 
tance ($12 for Seniors) and the necessary 
information on a piece of paper to the 
Federal Registrar, whose address is found 
in the Committee listing on the second page 
of Journal and with a follow-up reminder 
in the September-October issue, there should 
be no excuse for anyone saying they never 
received any advice. 

So pay PROMPTLY and avoid the $4 
late renewal surcharge. 

OR for those who anticipate being away 
during this period, you could pay in ad- 
vance and save some hassles. 

For those who may be interested, have 
included a copy of the Registrar’s Report. 
As at 3 April 1992, we are well on the way 
to erste the 1000 figure this year, with 
two Branch Exhibitions and an Open Day 
to add to their quota!! 


The report on the next page includes all 
mail received to 3 April 1992. 


Norm Read 
Federal Registrar 
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Grass by the Bucketful 


by Alan McKenna 


For many years the material most com- 
monly used to represent grass and foliage 
on model layouts was coloured sawdust. 
Today, although there are a number of 
materials commercially available, there is 
still a place for green sawdust. The follow- 
ing procedure yields enough coloured saw- 
dust to plant acres of durable, colour-fast 
model pasture with little effort and very 
little cost, literally by the bucketful. An 
hour’s light work on a pleasant sunny day 
can yield a couple of buckets of grass (or 
tree foliage etc.). 


MATERIALS REQUIRED. 

1. Sawdust: 

This can usually be obtained free (b.y.o. 
bag) or very cheaply at a local sawmill or 
timber yard. I obtain about 100 litres in a 
bag for $2.50 at Wines timber yard in 
Moorabbin, Vic., who sell it for garden 
mulch; that’s about 25 cents a bucketful. 
Be specific in the type you need; fine, light 
coloured wood. Avoid dark or oily wood 
like red gum or cedar, as these require 
much more paint to colour. 

2. Paint 

Any cheap, water-based house paint can 
be used; indoor or outdoor, vinyl or acrylic, 
matte or glossy. If possible, buy old, off- 
spec or off-colour paints on special as these 
are very cheap but will still work as long as 
they have not actually congealed. I gener- 
ally make a rough blend for each batch of 


a strong, dark leaf green, lightened with a 
pale, yellowish green to approximately match 
the colour of the lawn; this way each batch 
is a different shade of the same green, to 
provide some variety. 

3. Sieve 

The sawdust must be screened to re- 

move oversized material. The sieve can be 
a commercially made wire screen, about 2 
to 3 mm pitch and about 300 mm diameter, 
or a home- made one of fly-wire screen 
stretched over a 250 to 300 mm square 
frame of 50 x 25 mm timber. Screen the 
sawdust into a bucket by putting one or two 
handsful in the screen and shaking gently 
from side to side; do not shake up and 
down as this lets more long fibres through. 
After a few seconds, tip the large material 
left on the screen into another bucket (for 
mulch) and repeat the process until enough 
material has been screened. 

4. Plastic buckets 

Since it is necessary to stir the sawdust 
in the buckets, it is important to obtain 
buckets with smooth, round bottoms, with- 
out moulded-in hand grips etc. Fortu- 
nately, the cheapest buckets are the best 
for this purpose, about 10 litre polypro- 
pylene or vinyl ones are ideal. 

5. Stirrer 

. spend a few minutes making a good 
stirrer stick; about 300 mm long, flat and 
20 to 25 mm wide at the bottom, and 
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roundish with no sharp edges or splinters 
at the handle end; after stirring a couple 
of buckets of wet sawdust a sharp-edged 
stick will take its toll in skin. 6. Drying 
board; a flat surface is needed to spread 
the wet painted sawdust out to dry. A 
scrap 4 x 6 ft sheet of Masonite hardboard © 
holds four half-buckets of sawdust; don’t 
use good material, as it will be partially 
painted by the wet sawdust. 


PROCEDURE. 
1. Choose a good drying day, when it 
is expected to be sunny for a few hours 


| without being too windy. Work outdoors, 


preferably on the lawn where spilt sawdust, 
paint and water will not make a mess. The 
sawdust can be screened beforehand al- 
though that task is also best done outdoors. 

2. Place about 3 litres of dry sawdust in 
a bucket (about one third full; it is very 
hard to stir much more than that). 

3. Pour about 150 ml of paint blend into 
the sawdust. A 300 ml jam jar is a handy 
means of mixing and transferring the paint. 
Make the paint the desired grass colour. 

4. Pour about 300 ml of water into the 
sawdust. It is convenient to have a trickling 
hose handy; use this to rinse the paint out 
of the mixing jar into the sawdust. 

5. Immediately begin to stir the mix in 
the bucket. Make sure that all the material 
in the bottom is blended in until all the 
sawdust is uniformly coloured. The mix 
should become fluffier and easier to stir. 

6. Add another handful or two of dry 
sawdust, plus a little water, and continue 
ot. Repeat this until the bucket is 
about half full; that is about the most that 
can be stirred by hand. Regulate the 
amounts of sawdust and water added to 
maintain the moist, fluffy consistency. If it 
becomes wet, add more sawdust; if too dry 
and hard to stir, add more water. (With 
practice, it is possible to start with more 
paint (300 ml), progressively add more 
sawdust and water until the bucket is half 
full, then divide the mix into two buckets 
and continue adding sawdust and water 
until both buckets are half full). 

7. Stir the mix until there is no raw 
sawdust or paint in the mix, in the bottom 
or around the rim of the bucket. 

8. Take time out now to wash the paint 
off the jar, hands etc. and seal the tops of 
the paint cans. 

9. Tip the damp mix out onto the dryin 
surface and spread it out to about 10 to 1 
mm deep. Drag the end of a stick through 
it to form furrows which speed the drying. 

10. Leave the mix in the sun for several 
hours until dry; stirring the sawdust every 
hour or so speeds the drying. Before stir- 
ring or collecting the sawdust, remove any 
fallen leaves or real grass blown onto it. If 
the drying board is placed on the lawn, be 
sure to move it every hour or raise it on 
supports to avoid heat damage to the real 
grass. 

11. When it is dry, harvest the grass 
with a brush and pan. : 
Reet 9 appry the grass on a layout, 
dampen.the desired area with water spray 
containing a few drops of detergent,’wet 
water’, sprinkle on the grass, then carefully 
dribble on a 2 to 1 mix of water and PVA 
white glue, such as Aquadhere, until the 
grass is all wet. A further light sprinkle of 
grass and wet water water on top will give 

a bit more texture and fix any glue 
smears. ft 


Page $0 


AMRA_ Journal No 208 


~The Control Panel 


A model railway has many parts and for 
those modellers who enjoy running trains, 
one of the most important parts is the 
control panel. This rather useful item is not 
often given much consideration when build- 
ing alayout. itis often just thrown together 
once the layout has been wired so as to get 
_ trains moving as quickly as possible. 

The type of control panel that a layout 
uses doesn’t only affect the professional 
—— of a layout (or its lack) but can 
also affect the ease with which the layout 
can be run, both by regular operators and 
the occasional visitor. 

Let us consider various types and styles 
of control panel. We can consider their 
advantages and disadvantages, and per- 
haps determine the suitability of the vari- 
ous possibilities for use on your layout. 

The first thing to consider with a control 
panel is its location. This will, in part, be 
determined by the method that you are 
intending to use for turnout operation, 
whether the layout is intended for home or 
exhibition use, and whether it is fixed, 
transportable, or portable. 

Will the panel go on the front or back 
of the layout? Will it hang underthe layout 
or sit on top of the board? Does it have 
to be able to be moved to different loca- 
tions depending on whether you are oper- 
ating at home or at an exhibition? The 
answers to each of these questions will have 
an affect on the suitability of different types 
of control panel. 

The method that you use for operating 
the turnouts on your layout will also have 
an impact on the suitability of the various 
panel designs. If turnouts are not remotely 
operated at all or are mechanically linked 
to the nearest place on the appropriate side 
of the layout, then the operator will need 
to have a control panel that allows for his 
moving along the layout to operate the 
turnouts. Mechanically operated turnouts 
that are linked to a single lever-frame (or 
other single operating position) may also 
have an impact on panel design. Perhaps 
a similar frame for the rest of the layout 
switches might be suitable. 

Electrical operation of turnouts makes 
for greater flexibility in control panel loca- 
tion but means that a larger number of 
electrical switches will be required on the 
panel. These switches can be of a variety 
of types. If single solenoid point motors 
are used, then simple on/off switches of one 
type or another will be required. The more 
common double solenoid motors require a 
momentary pulse which can be supplied by 
using momentary contact switches, push 
buttons, probe and stud (where a probe 
attached to the end of a lead is touched to 
a stud to fire the motor), or a double stud 
system (where no lead is required and the 
probe is used to link the two studs). Which 
of these methods is to be used will also 
affect the suitability of the various types of 
panel. 

Next, let us consider four different styles 
of control panel and where each type is 
most appropriate. 

‘With some forms of mechanical turnout 
control a formal control panel as such may 
be totally unsuitable. Where it is necessary 
to be able to walk up and down the layout 
to operate the turnouts it may be more 
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by Steve J Chapman 


appropriate to also provide the power and 
signal switches along the edge of the board 
as well. Various types of switches sold for 
trainset use can be readily adapted for this 
use or alternatively ordinary switches can 
be built into the board with little effort. It 
will be fairly obvious which switch operates 
what with this type of control because all 
of the switches are directly in front of (or 
behind) whatever it is that they operate. 
When several controls are placed closely 
together the individual functions can be 
made clearer by labelling the switches. 
The simplest actual control panel that 
you can build and attach to your layout is 
the flat vertical panel (see figure 1). This 
panel is a plain flat board with a frame 
around the edge to give it depth. This 
panel can either be hung under the layout 
(perhaps bracing it against a leg of the 
layout) or attached to the backscene. The 


switches are set into the front of the panel 
and the frame provides protection for the 
wiring within the panel. An optional board 
attached to the back of the frame using 
hinges will provide further protection for 
the wiring while still allowing access to the 


wiring for modification and fault finding. 


This type of control panel has the advan- 
tage that it takes up little horizontal space 
and therefore it is easy to find room for it. 
A disadvantage is that unless the panel is 
at a reasonable height, then it will be more 
difficult to determine which switch oper- 
ates what. Once you get the pie! to a 
reasonable height to see the switches clearly, 
it will eee be blocking part of your 
view of the layout. 

The next type of control panel is the flat 
horizontal panel (figure 2). This panel is 
identical in construction to the previous 
panel except for the method by which it is 
attached to the layout (if it is attached). If 


there is enough free space on the base- 


Fiat VERTICAL 
PANEL 


FIG 1. 


FLAT HORIZONTAL PANEL 


FIG 2. 


ANGLED CONTROL 
PAAIE L. 


FIG 3. 


~- 


—* 


AMRA_ Journal No 208 Page 51 


board, then this type of panel can be set 
flush into the board or placed flat on top 
of the board. Alternatively, a frame can be 
built over part of the non-scenic part of the 
layout and the control panel built into the 
top of this. If insufficient space can be 
found on the layout itself but sufficient 
space exists next to the layout, then a 
freestanding panel can be built. The 
advantages that this form of control panel 
have include the switches being more vis- 
ible and easier to locate than on a vertical 
panel and also with a freestanding panel 
the ease by which the panel can be relo- 
cated to a different part of the layout. 
There is also less chance of something 
accidentally catching on the switches as 
they do not project horizontally beyond the 
board. The main disadvantage is that more 
space is required unless the panel is placed 
over a section of non-scenic trackwork in 
which case access to that section of track is 
reduced. 

The final style of control panel to be 
considered is the angled panel (figure 3). 
This type of panel is more complicated to 
construct and combines the advantages and 
disadvantages of the other types of panel 
that we have considered. An angled panel 


can be placed in any of the locations that 
we have discussed for vertical and horizon- 
tal panels. Where substituted for a vertical 
panel, it has the additional disadvantage of 
projecting into the operating area whereas 
substituting it for a horizontal panel has the 
advantage that a reduced amount of space 
is required for the same amount of panel 
surface, The major advantage of the 
angled panel is visibility; the switches on 
angled panel are far easier to see than on 
either a vertical or horizontal panel. 

The next thing to consider with your 
control panel design is controller location. 
Three controller locations are possible. 
These are: 

1) afixed controller built into the panel 
(figure 4) 

2) a free-standing controller which can 
sit on a ledge built into the panel (figure 5), 
be built into the layout separately from the 
panel, or be placed on any clear space on 
the layout or separate table and 

3) a handheld controller which plugs 
into the panel (figure 6) or anywhere else 
on the layout that you consider to be 
suitable. In this situation the transformer 
will usually be located separately either on 
the floor or under the layout. 


CONTROLLER 


Ruilt INTO 
PANEL 


FIG +. 


LONTROLLER ALONGSIDE PANEL 


HAND HELD CONTROLLER 


You are not restricted to using only one 
of these controller arrangements unless, of 
course, you only have one controller. A 
layout having three controllers could have 
one built into the panel, one freestanding, 
and one handheld. 

Which type(s) of controllers that you 
are using and where you decide to locate 
them will affect the construction of the 
control panel and also possibly its weight if 
heavy transformers are to be contained 
within the panel. 

The final consideration in control panel 
design is the layout of the switches. The 
way in which you arrange the switches on 
the panel will determine how easy the 
panel is to construct and also how easy it 
will be for the occasional visitor to locate 
the switch that they are looking for. 

One arrangement which involves a little 
more effort in construction is to include a 
track diagram on the panel with the switches 
positioned in the diagram in places which 
reflect the switches use (figure 7). This has 
the advantage of making it easier to locate 
the right switch. The disadvantages of this 
design are that the diagram will need to be 
large enough to fit all of the switches 
making for a larger panel than would 
otherwise be necessary, also any changes 
that you make to the track layout will also 
require corresponding changes to be made 
to the panel. 

A solution to part of this problem is to 
separate the switches from the diagram on 
the same panel (figure 8). Here we have 
a labelled track diagram in the upper part 
of the panel and correspondingly labelled 
switches in nice neat rows in the lower part 
of the panel. The diagram can be smaller 
because you only need space for some 
identifying label not the switch itself, changes 
to the track plan will require cosmetic 
changes to the diagram and will not affect 
the switch locations at all. Having the 
switches in nice evenly spaced rows makes 
the panel easier to construct and helps 
avoid having a tangled mess of wires on the 
back of the panel. The disadvantage of this 
system over the previous one is that the 
switch to perform a particular function is 
not as easy to locate as when it is on the 
diagram itself. 

A hybrid of these two systems is possible 
when the probe and stud method of turnout 
control is used. The switches for track, 
signals etc are placed in nice neat rows 
beneath the diagram and the point studs 
are placed in the diagram itself. The 
advantages and disadvantages of this de- 
sign fall somewhere between the first two. 

The next stage beyond having the dia- 
gram and switches on separate parts of the 
panel is to remove the diagram from the 
panel completely (figure 9). Having a 
separate diagram makes the control panel 
itself much smaller. Also the same control 
panel, provided that it contains sufficient 
switches, can be used for other layouts that 
you build, provided that you wire the 
connectors appropriately. If the track 
layout changes then only the diagram needs 
to be altered. This design has only two 
disadvantages; the function of each switch 
is less obvious than with the previous 
systems making it harder to learn to oper- 
ate the layout using a panel of this type, 
and the diagram being separate from the 
panel could get misplaced. 

So now you have your panel built and 
all that remains to be done is to link it up 
to the layout. 

If the panel is to be permanently in one 
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place, then it can be attached using bolts or 
screws. The wires between the panel and 
the layout should go through a terminal 
block having either screw or soldered 
connectors so as to allow for the removal 
of the control panel when adjustments 
need to be made. 

Removable panels can be attached with 
bolts or split hinges, or can simply be 
hooked or placed in position. In this case, 
some sort of plug and socket arrangement 
should be used to attach the panel to the 
layout. 

The actual design and construction of 
the control panel (or panels if you decide 
to have more than one on the layout) does 
not depend on any aspect of the layout 
itself other than those already mentioned. 
Any of the types of control panel, types of 
controller, and switch arrangements can be 
used in constructing the control panel for 
any layout. Each panei design has advan- 
tages and disadvantages, some of which 
you may only discover after you have built 
the panel and started to use it. 

The best way to chose the type of 
control panel that best suits you is to try a 
number of different types. The easiest way 
to do this is to find a model railway that 
uses a type of control panel that you are 
interested in and try it out (after asking the 
layout owners permission, of course). If 
you don’t get this opportunity to try a style 
of control panel that you are particularly 
interested in, then build one for your 
layout and see how it compares with the 
one that you are using now. If you can’t 
afford the extra switches to build an extra 
panel and don’t want to pull your current 
panel apart, then wait until you build your 
next layout and try it then. Of course, if 
your layout is using more than one panel 
and you are undecided as to the style that 
suits you best, build each panel using a 
different style and see how they compare. 

The right control panel can make the 
operation of your model railway much 
easier, adding greatly to your enjoyment. 
With the wrong panel it can be such a chore 
to determine how to carry out certain 
operations that you don’t get the full poten- 
tial out of your layout. If you’re not getting 
as much out of operating your layout as you 
would like, then think about the control 
panel. Changing it could make all the 
difference! 


‘The Pop Valve 


One tends to be a bit browned off on 
hearing and reading comments on the so- 
called shortcomings of JOURNAL. It isso 
easy to sit back and criticise, but make no 
effort to contribute in a practical way. 

According to all my dictionaries, the 
Editor’s job is to edit whatever material is 
presented to him (her), check it for clarity, 
spelling, etc, but no mention of the Editor 
having to fill up all the pages by hook or 
by crook. 

Way back in the ’Dreamtime’ we did 
have a lot of copy submitted covering many 
subjects, but that was in days when it was 
necessary to scratchbuild or kit bash to get 
a particular item, but I think that as the 
model market is overflowing so much in the 
way of kits and RTR, that depending on 
the depth of one’s pocket, one can acquire 
a veritable fleet of rolling stock without a 
struggle. 

I’ve seen a few members turn up for 
layout operations, and the contents in the 
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carrying cases has a value exceeding what 
I have spent in my life with O gauge, nearly 
all scratchbuilt from ‘scrap’. 

But as this hobby covers so many facets, 
surely there are more of you who have 
done or seen something that could be 
shared with the rest of the members through 
JOURNAL. 

Ted Ward does not seem to have much 
trouble sending along copy covering a 
variety of railway bits and pieces. 

JOURNAL has never been in competi- 
tion with any other publication, but is 
intended as a means of communication 
between members and branches. I always 
read the State News section because, having 
visited all branches, I would like to know 
what they are doing, but I think there is a 
certain amount of parochialism and what 
"happens over the fence’ is of no interest to 
some. 

The old saying, "United we conquer, 
divided we fail’ still applies. 


Norman Read 
Strathfield, NSW 


More Strippers 


Alan Porter’s difficulties in removing 
paint from Lima models is identical to my 
Own experiences. Fortunately there is a 
very simple solution. Buy a litre of meth- 
ylated spirits and pour it into a suitable 
container. Dunk the Lima model in it for 
10 minutes and, with the help of an old 
toothbrush, all the paint will just fly off. 
Metho is very safe to use as it does not 
affect the plastic, your skin or your brain 
cells - providing you don’t drink it! After 
all Metho is poisoned booze’. I have also 
used this method on Hamo (Marklin) models 
with good results and it probably works just 
as well with models of other makers. 


Bill Secker 
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Ode to Weathering 


This lyric poem, composed and read 
to the BRMA Convention, 1991, by 
James McInerney is reprinted from 
the September 1991 issue of ’The 
Clearing House’ (the journal of the 
British Railway Modellers of 
Australia). 


Friends, Poms, Countrymen, lend me your 
ears. 
For ten short minutes I'll challenge your 
fears 

Of rain and mud, dirt and grime; 

For weathering is not a crime. 


Laid out beneath fluorescent skies 

Our latest treasure gleaming lies 
In a miniature world, clean and neat, 
To me a world without heartbeat. 


What is missing from this scene 
of solid colour, much too clean 
Is that subtle blending of hues 
Aha! A railway customers would use. 


But what IS weathering? we must ask 

Before we set to our pleasant task. 
Not black paint all slapped about 
As if applying tiling grout. 


This is something that should not be. 
Solid colour we should not see. 
Not a model dipped in a paint tin, 
But subtle colour, soft and thin. 


For that is how the real world works 

Out where the changling weather lurks. 
A world of rain and sleet and mud, 
Of hailstones landing with a thud. 


Add factory grime that covers all. 
Include the steam train’s smoky pall, 
And even in that land of green 
The summer sun’s soft fleeting gleam. 


Do not forget our railway track 
As it sends its ballast back. 
All this affects the surface sheen 
Of all our railway, hauled by steam. 


But do not think you are immune 

if you model - (I pause to swoon) 
Those sneaky sparks and dreadful die 
sels, 
You still will need those weathering 
easels. 


Everything on our railway modelled - 
Even what the cleaners coddled - 
Will show the effects of passing time 
By their accumulating grim. 


But by this I do not mean 

That all is equally unclean. 
Some get dirtier from their birth, 
Some are cleaned for all they’re worth. 


Something of that natural variation 

Needs to be seen at every station. 
Subtle weathering, it has appeal. 
it makes our models seem so real. 


= proud Britons, it’s often said 

That, in cleaners, Britain’s railways led. 
But surely not every wagon, roof and 
steeple. 
Even China hasn’t that.many people! 


However, on one point I agree. 

Express locos were clean to see, 
And lesser ones often got a wipe, 
(depending on their traffic type) 


Carriages were often kept quite clean, 

Their sides were pousen to a gleam; 
But as for roof and undergear, 
These were not cleaned at all, | fear. 


Waiver were left to get all grimy, 

And tankers; they became quite slimy. 
P.O. wagons, smart and tough 
Were covered soon in grimy stuff. 


As soon as buildings were erected 

Weathering began, as can be expected. 
Blending and toning colours down, 
Giving the shades of the industrial town. 


Freshly painted, it is true, 

The real thing was clean and new. 
One minute later - dust has settled 
Not as shiny as when newly fettled. 


Locos and carriages cleaned a lot, 

Paint worn off and shiny, not. 
Rather a soft and oily sheen, 
Not the hard gloss often seen. 


Weathering, to me, is an essential part 

of modelling railways of the ’Old Dart’. 
Put it to work and you will find 
Advantages of a subtle kind. 


Instead of a mere model collection 

Of shiny items, all pretending perfection, 
By optical illusion, it will seem 
Your railway works now as a team. 


And that detail, carefully placed 

That disappeared and can’t be traced, 
Even though so carefully painted 
With authentic colour that was untainted. 


Now carefully weathered, you'll be sur- 
‘spin 
t certainly won’t remain disguised. 
Don’t look on weathering as tragic. 
It shows up detail, as by magic. 


If you need convincing of this truth 
Inspect these locos here as proof. 

One is painted green and black; 

The other.... Weathering does not lack. 


Having disposed of the Why’ of the ques- 

tion 

The ’How’ is the subject of this section. 
Researching British grime’s our task. 
What’s it like? is what we ask. 


Research is difficult here to do 

For we live in Australia girt by blue. 
England’s green and pleasant land 
Is not exactly close to hand. 


But thanks to “Jane’s’ fine colour books 
It’s easy now to take a look. 
Another series quite terrific, 
Covering themes all quite specific. 


Is "The Colour of Steam’, from Atlantic, 
Which should satisfy the most pedantic, 
With colour views of many scenes 
And illustrating numerous themes. 


Looking closely we can see 

The elements’ delicate tracery. 
The shiny streaks of leaking oil 
And grimy stains of locos’ toil 


Dust thrown up by passing trains, 

Muddy traces of recent rains. 
Everything from clean to grubby. 
It’s all here for us to study. 


Now inspired by dyes on paper 

We’ll make use of this fine data. 
Our Editor here demand lines addi 
tional. 
Four per stanza he considered tradi 
tional. 


To produce the appropriate effect 

These are the techniques I select:- 
Airbrush, dry brush, wet brush too, 
How to use I'll now tell you. 


To apply a thin covering of dirt and grime 

Use an airbrush at the appropriate time. 
One drop of paint to ten of thinner, 
Airflow 30 P.S.I., you’re on a winner. 


Twist the needle till paint barely flows. 
Aim at the area where dirt usually goes. 
Press the button and out the paint flies, 
fotony it reaches the model it instantly 
Ties. 


Shade the base colour in translucent tint 
As if picked up in a hundred mile sprint. 
Horizontal swirls for dust and mud, 
Vertical strokes for descending crud. 


For patches of rust and the effects of leaks 
Highlight the detail with drybrush tech- 
niques. 
A trace of paint on the end of your brush 
Agones sparse and dry, not wet and 
ush. 


The wet brush method will save you toil 
With watery grime and leaking oil. 

A thinned wash suitably applied 

Can look quite naturally supplied 


For all these methods the colours to choose 
Are browns and greys of appropriate hues. 
Depending on where ae? layout is set, 
Landscape colours will adjust the effect 


.. 

Well, that brings us to the end of this jape 

It’s a terrible pity they’ve got it on tape. 

Please ask me questions, I’m not averse, 
But don’t expect the reply in verse. 
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Welcome to the seventh instalment of 
this series dealing with narrow gauge 
modelling issues. I will be looking at some 
of the many features found along narrow 
pauge cane tramways, and how they could 

€ represented in model form. This issue 
will look at features in the canefields 
environment, while the next will look at the 
mill surroundings. 

The sketch (diagram 1 on next page) 
shows the crossing of a tramway with the 
wider QR mainline, a common occurrence 
in Queensland. Here, the standard gauge 
trains have right of way, but safeworking is 
controlled by a mill employee (usually the 
points boy or fireman) on the passing 
narrow gauge train. His operation of the 
Kangaroo Lever (by holding it in the down 
position) controls the four signals and two 
catchpoints. 

When modelling this, the lack of com- 
mercial dual gauge crossings mean 
scratchbuilding is the way to go. Usually 
the standard gauge section is a non-oper- 
ating line to the baseboard edge, with the 
actual crossing simplified for smoother 
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running of the narrow gauge. Catchpoints 
can be added, and theoretically the whole 
system could be made to operate from the 
Kangaroo Lever. However, this is very 
difficult and thus most attempts only go as 
far as dummy signals and a tevat box. 

The tramways signals are basically a 
circular disk on a pole with a light facing 
alr n.g. trains. The disk swings 
through 90 degrees, being parallel to the 
tramway when the lever is held down and 
at right angles to the track when the lever 
is up. The QR signals are usually the 
semaphore type, but in the future all four 
signals will be colour light. Dual gauge 
operation involving such a crossing is fea- 
sible, but has not been attempted. I will 
look further at dual gauge operation in my 
next article. 

Diagram 2 illustrates a much simpler 
modelling proposition. Protected level 


crossings are very common, even in remote 
areas. Note, however, the lack of boom 


gates. There is only one such installation, 
which also protects the QR. Another 
feature worth noting is the "TRAM’ road 
signs, located 100 metres or so from the 
crossing. While at some times of the year, 
the approaches to crossings are level, 
canefields grow to obscure them and the 
approaching trains. At many crossings the 
track on both sides runs down a — 
of cane until harvesting is undertaken 
Needless to say, accidents are common, not 
helped by the sometimes erratic and unpre- 
dictable nature of the flashing lights. 

It is interesting to note that, until re- 
cently, motorists were not obliged to give 
way to cane ‘trams’ at level crossings. 
However, all cane tramways are now classed 
as railways. Modelling of crossings follows 
standard practice, although scratchbuilding 
of lights (from brass) may be necessary 
depending on the scale modelled. 

Bridges are a major consideration for 
tramway modelling as water courses are 
necessary for milling and irrigation. Early 
bridges were, as to be expected, of timber 
construction, many of which are still used. 
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Diagram 1 QR Signal 


DIAM 2’ 610 


64, 3/e'et’. 


However, for the same reasons as the major railways, investment is 
being made in steel and concrete bridges. The size of bridges varies 
greatly; from single span wood to the previously mentioned Marian 7 
Mill ex-QR Pioneer River bridge of massive proportions. The sketch / 

if 


DIAM 2/3991 1D Spones 


below illustrates the concrete and steel structure over Plan Creek 

near Sarina. A Plane Creek Mill Com-Eng and loaded train is 

shown. To model such a structure, dwelling (or plastic pipe) with 

cardboard wrapped around to represent stages, could be used for 

columns. Bridge piers could be from plastic or timber, with timber 

decking added. (See diagram 3). 
Prototypes are practically endless, in a topic where a bit of yi 

freelancing will not go astray. One prototype that has been modelled 

is the lift bridges of the Moreton Mill tramway. The removable 

centre section 1s kept up during the slack season and is controlled 

by a tramway employee. As with the prototype, models should be 

made from timber, with an operating lift section possible. One thing 

that is not found on cane tramways is tunnels, road overbridges and 

deep cuttings being the closest to these. L4 
This article has just given a general introduction to these features. 

In the next issue, some of the mill features looked at will include 

cane tippiers, loco facilities and trackwork. 


Modelling QR Steam 
Locomotives 


Notes on the Drawings of Steve Suggit 

The 2-6-0 steam locos known as the B12 class were another 
interesting prow to model. An unusual feature was the leading 
wheel which was tucked under the rear of the cylinders. The B12 
class were originally known as the C, D and Eclasses, with three sizes 
of tender fitted. Our drawing shown here, shows a 4th type which 
was taken from an American style 4-4-0 loco. Further details on these 
locos are available from ARHS Bulletin April 1978 and locos in the 
Tropics Vol 1. Both of these by John Armstrong. 

Modelling the B12 in Sn3-1/2 seems to be a scratchbuilding task. 
15 mm Romford driving wheels would be ideal plus a NWSL idler . 
gearbox on the rear axle, allowing a can motor to lie in the boiler. 
The backhead would need to be removable to allow access to the a 
motor. The boiler could be turned down from 3/4” brass tubing. ag 

The loco shown in the plan and photo on the cover is No 31 used i= 
on the Aramac Tramway and is still in existence. A northside 7 | 
Brisbane steam enthusiast has obtained the loco and plans to restore : 
it to working order as time permits. 
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Yet more from the MMRS 


More troubles for the 
Melbourne Model Railway 
Society. Since this series of 
photos were taken, news 
has come that the MMRS 
are having their lease ter- 
: es . So minated in their present 
ae S ee : location in Bdurke Road, 

Aue : ome sivemitietmen, East Kew. Fortunately, they 
foresaw this possibility and 
ieee, DUIlt the layout in modules, 

rms so most of the work de- 
~~ picted here will survive. We 
at AMRA wish them well 
in their search for new 
premises. Photographs by 
lan Mckenna. 


Top. The 
Shopping complex is 
situated along the west wall 
and is being worked on by 
Garry Jones, including 
provision of some buildings 
from his home layout. 
There will be a 
comprehensive rail station, 
also a wye for returning 
trains to Allandale. 


Middle. The 
embankments shown are 
running along the north 
wall. The top track, known 
as the ’logic line’ permits 
four trains to operate safely 
at the same time. The 
lower line is the roadside 
line, catering for members 
who like to shunt. The 
scenery is being installed 
by Ken Elder. 


Bottom. This section 
is part of Allandale yards, 
and shows a loop at the 
eastern end of the layout. 
Trains can either arrive at 
Allandale by following 
around the loop or depart 
from the yard and traverse 
the loop. The buildings 
are donations made by 
members from their home 
layouts, in particular, from 
Howard Pettigrew. 


Presipiece 

Did we or did we not have a good 
Exhibition? I guess by the time you read 
this, we'll all know. Certainly all the 
planning we’ve done suggests that every- 
thing should go really well. 

Anyway, as you are reading this after 
the event, I’d like to take this opportunity 
to thank all those who helped over the 
weekend. To the ladies for their sterling 
efforts in the canteen (was the microwave 
oven ok?) and to those other members who 
or all the necessary, but often, unheralded 
jobs. 

Like emptying the garbage, putting up 
and pulling down fences, sleeping over- 
night to provide security and helping return 
everything to Zillmere and the club late on 
Monday night. Also thanks to 4KQ for 
your sponsorship. It’s great to be involved 
with a sponsor who is actually interested in 
the success of the event. 

On to other activities. The Darling 
Downs Model Railway Exhibition is being 
held in Toowoomba on the weekend of 13 
and 14 June. We are running a bus 
excursion to visit the exhibition on Sunda 
and our esteemed past president, Bo 
Mawson, will be driving. Departure time 
from the Clubrooms will be 9am with a 
prior pick-up point at Fortitude Valley, 
and en-route pick-ups at Centenary Shop- 
ping Centre and at Redbank Plaza. Please 
see or ring Neil Johnman for tickets (return 
$10 Adults, $5 Child 5 and over, $25 
Family). 

Since the last Presipiece, we have had 
two very interesting gatherings at the club 
- one being a slide night where we were 
entertained by Ted, Jim, Steve, Arthur and 
Neil. Again, thanks. We are planning a 
similar evening later in the year for photos, 
using a direct sie ay to display them. 
Our March gathering featured a presenta- 
tion by the widely-travelled Ian MacFar- 
lane on the subject of track planning and 
layout design. From a personal viewpoint, 
his was one of the most interesting presen- 
tations I’ve seen and I’m looking forward 
to reading Ian’s forthcoming book. No 
doubt Ian will provide us with an advance 
copy to review for Journal. 

Until next time, happy modelling. 

James Yuille 


President 
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Vale Keith Andersen 


Keith Andersen passed away on 8th 


February 1992. He was a long term member 
of the Queensland Branch and served as a 
Trustee of the Branch prior to our incor- 
poration. Keith was known as "The Judge’ 
around the Clubrooms because of his many 
years of service with the Queensland Jus- 
tice Department as a magistrate. He was 
a quiet unassuming gentleman always ready 
to offer advice when asked for. When 
working on our present constitution, it was 
Keith who showed me the way to go when 
I was having trouble wording the constitu- 
tion the correct way. At our exhibitions, 
Keith could always be found on the infor- 
mation stand or handling out exhibition 
guides. Speaking for myself, I enjoyed the 
company of Keith, a gentleman in the true 
sense of the word, quietly spoken and 
always interesting to talk and listen to. All 
of us here in the Queensland Branch who 
knew Keith are saddened at the news of his 
passing. 

Bob Mawson 


General News 


February and March proved to be an 
interesting time at the clubrooms with good 
progress at the workdays on layout scenery 
etc. Arthur Hayes and his HOn3-1/2, 
12mm track laying team also continue to 
make good headway. The running days 
prove as popular as ever with a wide variety 
of rolling stock on the layout, video watch- 
ing and the library proving popular activi- 
ties on these days. 

Our Saturday evening clinic in March 
was a most interesting one with Jim Christie 
bring along his exquisite collection of narrow 
gauge Sn2 modelling - 1/64th scale on 9mm 
track. The scale/track combination seems 
most appropriate and parts easy to obtain. 
N gauge wheels and mechanisms are used. 
For the bodywork, Jim is a craftsmen in 
styrene. No matter what scale or prototype 
you work in, this clinic was most valuable 
in learning styrene construction methods 
and skills. Thanks, Jim for presenting this 
clinic. All who attended I’m sure would 
give him 10 out of 10. 

At our February monthly gathering it 
was ’bring your slides’ night, many mem- 
bers taking part in screening some interest- 
ing transparencies from their collection. 
Most notable were those from Arthur Hayes 
which dated back 20-30 years on the QR - 
these were of special-interest. 

At our March gathering, Ilan McFarlane 
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GREEN BOARD 


gave an interesting talk on Station Track 
Plans and how these related to modelling. 
I’m sure most of us didn’t know the reasons 
behind track design and the Board of Trade 
regulations. lan really knew his subject. 
The most interesting designs came from 
Indian and Irish track designs. 


Queensland Branch 
Sales Cupboard 


As mentioned in the last Journal, 
Queensland Branch set up the Sales Cup- 
board many years ago to help members 
obtain hard to get modelling parts easily. 

Here is a list of the items available:- 
Styrene Sheet White - 12’x6’ sheets 


.005” (1/8mm) 60c 
.010” (1/4mm) 40c 
.020” (1/2mm) 40c 
.030” (3/4mm) 50c 
.040” (1mm) 60c 
.060” (1-1/2mm) 80c 
.100” (2-1/2mm) 80c 
Micro Strip .060” x .060” (1-1/2mm x 1-1/ 
2mm) per length 30c 
Dremel Cut Off Wheels — 40c 
Welding Cable for Trees 12” $1.00 
Reed Switch 50c 
Bridge Rectifier 1 amp $1.00 
Slide Switches 

Small DPDT 40c 
Large DPDT 50c 


Various QR Decals - various prices 
HO Single Air Compressors 60c 
Sn3-1/2 Diesel Cow Catchers  50c 
Various Sn3-1/2 Buffers Sc 
Assorted 16.5mm gauge wheelsets 
Used 1 
Various K&W Wheelsets: 

16.5mm gauge 26mm axle length75c-80c 
12mm gauge 7m & 9.5mm dia 90c 
Various AMRA Track & Wheels 
Gauges for 9mm, 12mm, 16.5mm 


$3.50-$5.00 
PMH HOn3-1/2 bogies with wheels 
$2.50 pr 
without wheels $2.00 pr 


GW Sn3-1/2 QR Bogie $4.00 pr without 
wheels 
AR 2CL Bogies without wheels $2.60 pr 
Stickers: 
"I'd Rather Be Driving A Train’ 
"Railways Not Highways’ 

$1.50 each 
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Various 8BA Screws Taps, 
etc 


Drills .8mm-2.25mm 


Aquadhere 1/4lt $1.50 ase 
1/21t $2.50 6 Sat 
lt $4.00 

Bring Your Own Bottle 11 Thurs 

. + Sun 
Local Modelling | 20 Sat 
News 25 Thurs 
Black Diamond Models re- 

cently released its QR 1450 JULY 

class diesel electric locomo- +>. Thare 

tive model in HO scale avail- 4 Sat 
able to run on 16.5mm or 

12mm track. This model fea- 

tures all wheel drive, correct 9 Thurs 

wheel spacing, fully detailed | 18 Sat 

cast epoxy body with excel- | 23 Thurs 
lent reproduction and 

paintwork. The running quali- | AUGUST 

ties are very good, as one 1 Sat 

member recently described his 

model, after purchase from a 6 Th 

Brisbane northside hobby ae 

shop, as the best value for | 13 Thurs 

money model he has ever | 15 Sat 
bought. Ready to run from | 27 Thurs 

Black Diamond Models the 

price is $285. Black Dia- SEPTEMBER 

mond Models can be con- 3 Th 

tacted on 07 - 805 3117, or — 
write to PO Box 118, 5 Sat 

Beenleigh, Queensland 4207. | 10 Thurs 

Black Diamond is also well- | 19 Sat 
known for excellent $n3-1/2 | 24 Thurs 
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Queensland Branch Timetable 


Committee of Management meeting 

Layout running afternoon and evening. Bring you own tea. British clinic in 
evening. 

Layout Construction evening 

Toowoomba Bus Trip - See James’ notes 

Layout Construction afternoon 

Monthly Gathering 7.45 pm. Unwantables Auction. Bring along your old stuff 
and some cash. You’ll never know what you may end up with! ayout running 
before and after meeting. 


Committee of Management meeting 

Layout running afternoon and evening. Bring your own tea. US Prototype Clinic 
in evening. 

Layout Construction 

Layout Construction 

Monthly Gathering 7.45 pm. Talk by Bruce and James on Modular Sectional 
Layout Construction. Layout running before and after meeting. 


Layout running afternoon and evening. Bring your own tea. Evening Clinic 
on Club Layout wiring and understanding operation. 


Committee of Management meeting 

Layout Construction 

Layout Construction 

Monthly Gathering 7.45 pm. Neil Johnman talks on Scenery Construction. Layout 
running before and after meeting. 


Committee of Management meeting 

Annual Auction at Wavell Hts Hall, cnr Imbros & Olive Streets 
Layout Construction 

Layout Construction 


QR diesel electric locomo- 
tive model powered under- 
frames for OR modellers in S 
scale. 


Bogie Bolsters 


Several brands of H O scale bogies, 
most notably Athearn and Walthers/Train 
Miniature, are designed to be mounted 
onto a bolster bearing incorporating an 1/ 
8” diameter pivot boss. When using such 
bogies to replace those on toy-train type 
models, when building your own chassis, or 
when replacing wobbly or badly moulded 
bolsters on Athearn-type models, a perfect 
bolster boss is readily available in the form 
of the lid of the Kadee number 5 coupler 
box. 

This is not a new idea, but a valuable 
one worth repeating. Simply cut the ends 
off the lid to make a square with the boss 
in the centre, glue (MEK) it onto the centre 
of the body bolster, then drill and tap a 
hole through it into the body to fit a 2-56 
screw (or your favourite BA or metric 
equivalent). This boss is flat, smooth and 
exactly the right size for Athearn etc. 
bogies. 

Of course, the bolster mounting sur- 
faces must be flat and parallel first to 
ensure that the vehicle does not wobbie. 


A. McKenna 


Monthly Gathering 7.45 pm. Show & Tell Night and photo competition. Layout 


running before and after meeting. 


SPECIAL NOTE 
Saturday 4 Jul 
for details. 


y - Special AMRA Railway Modelling Clinic at Wavell Hts Hall. Contact Arthur Hayes 


For Sale 


O’ Gauge Fine-Scale, Bullhead, Code 124 N/S Turnout Kits 


Marcway: 

4x L or R 48” rad (length 15”) 

2 x Wye (length 18”) 

2 x 72” rad 3-way L or R (22”) 
Waverley: 

1 x 1-in-6 double slip (length 19”) 

2 x A4 Wye (length 14-1/2”, rad 10’) 


$18 ea 
$20 ea 
$30 ea 


$30 
$20 ea 


All turnout kits craftsman built, cast brass live frogs, tie-bar, toe-rails ground and shaped. 
PCB sleepering plans and full instructions. Factory packed. Never opened. 


Peco Wagon Wheels: 


RCH prototype 3’ 1-1/2” dia wheels on axles 
Free-running, correct profile metal rims on moulded 8-spoke centres with metal axles and 


brass journal cups 


Each set of 4 wheels on two axles, with cups 


Contact: 
Keith Grant 
5 Aston Gardens 
Bellevue Hill NSW 2023 
Tel: 02 - 327 5085 


Removable Loads 


A handy way to hold ag loads in 
place is to stick them on with little plugs of 
Blu-Tac adhesive. This is a tacky, rubber 
glue, like used chewing gum, that will stic 
to almost anything, but can be peeled off 
again without leaving any glue. A little dab 


$4.34 set 


will stop loads from sliding off flat cars or 
moving around in open cars, and stacked 
loads like lumber, pipes or even containers 
can be bonded together to withstand nor- 
mal shunting impacts. Look for Blu-Tac in 
blister packs in stationery departments. 


A, McKenna 
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1992 Camberwell 
Exhibition 


It is pleasing to report that our atten- 

dance was up again this year, bearing in 
mind the present economic climate. | 
would like to thank the exhibitors and 
members who assisted in the presentation 
of the Exhibition at Camberwell. | would 
also like to thank Carol and her crew for 
the very enjoyable meals, also the way the 
Sunday evening presentation night was set 
up. 
The 1993 Exhibition will be held as 
usual at the Camberwell Centre from Fri- 
day 5 March to Monday 8 March inclusive, 
with set-up on Thursday 4 March. I have 
received several applications for new lay- 
outs for ’93 which is very pleasing. 

The following Awards were made: 
BEST PRIVATE LAYOUT 
Wingham - Rodney James 
BEST COMMERCIAL DISPLAY 
PSM - Samhongsa - John Sargent 
BEST GROUP OR SOCIETY DISPLAY 
AMRA Kyneton Layout 
BEST DISPLAY BY PUBLIC VOTE 
Rio Grande Southern - Laurie Green 
Open Modelling Competition results were 
as follows: . 
WINNER AMRA CUP BEST MODEL 
Frank Kelly - SAR Y Class Loco 
BEST LOCOMOTIVE 
Frank Kelly - SAR Y Class Loco 
BEST ROLLING STOCK 
Passenger - Frank Kelly - SAR Car Van 
Freight - Laurie Green - D& RGW Narrow 
Gauge Stock Car 
BEST LINESIDE STRUCTURE 
Arthur Jenkinson - Howe Truss Bridge 
(Circa 1866) 

BEST JUNIOR MODEL 
Martin Hocking - Penrhyn Quarries Loco 
Linda’ 
FYFE THORPE AWARD BEST AUS- 
TRALIAN PRODUCED KIT 
Geoff Truman - VR Loco E372 

Bob Edwards 


Exhibition Manager 


Journal Notes 


March Meeting 
Models for Display 


J Gardner: 1925 Era HO Sydney 
Suburban Set 
G Nitz: Fairbanks Morse HID 44 by 


Walthers Roco 


Competitions 

Slide: S Westerman - Welsh narrow gauge 
Loco ‘Joan’ - 96 pts 

Print: L Johnstone - ’City of Mildura’ V/ 
Line N Class loco - 88 pts 

Models: No entry 


Syllabus Item 

S Westerman gave a talk on ‘track 
laying’, covering tools, equipment and 
techniques, etc. 

Items covered: Eclipse or similar razor 
saw, small & medium tiles, stanley snap 
blade modelling knife, side cutters with 45 
degree angle blades, holes in track sleepers 
for track pins, track gauge, setting out 
curves, cork trackbed, using a camera 
tripod for centre points of curves, sawdust 
ballast, track hammer, track baseboard. 


Camberwell Exhibition 
Competitions 


Public Vote tor Most Popular Layout: 
Powerline train set donated by Branch 


Line - Mrs Morris of Leongatha 


U-Drive: Train set donated by Branch 
Line - Kately Middleton 

Best Stand (by Public Vote): 
Rio Grande Southern 


Denver 


April Meetings 


Models for Display 

W&E Secker: Heljan kit of Tombstone 
Courthouse, Arizona, USA - model was 
purchased by the Branch and assembled by 
Bill & Elizabeth and will be used on the 
Wills Street layout. 

R Little: Green/gold ANR CL loco 
(plastic body with an Athearn HO mecha- 
nism) 

D Lees: VR Station diagram of Sale - 
1943 era 


Competitions 

Open: P England - Scratchbuilt Kyneton 
Barn - 85 pts 

Kit: B Race - Wool Store - 90 pts 
Photo:Motive Power Depot 

Slide: S Westerman - Steam at Enfield 
Depot, NSW - 84 pts 

Print: L Johnstone - Y class DE loco at 
Dynon - 92 pts 

Syliabus Item 

Consisted of a “Show & Tell’ where 
some members displayed and ran their 
trains on the layout. 

1. R Little: Green/gold ANR CL 
loco (with Athearn mechanism hauling 7 
Lima Overhead coaches (some with under- 
frame details). 

2. § Pattison: Athearn Burlington 
Northern SD40 loco with 5 wagons & 
caboose. 

3. J Gardner: 40-year old Silver King 
Loco with 5 coaches (Hornby & Trix). 
Loco was a Hornby 3-rail diecast body 
converted to two rail. One of the coaches 
was a working RPO auto exchange. 

4. K De Souza:Seaboard System Kato 
SD40-2 hauling Athearn/Roundhouse wagons 
- rear wagon fitted with a flashing rear end 
train marker light. 

5. P England: 6-car blue Pullman set 
of British Rail (UK) Midland Railway. 
Manufacturer "Kit Master’ by Rosebor- 
ough with Triang motor mechanism. 

6. G Nitz: FA-FB-FB Proto 2000 
LiteLike DE locos in Penn livery hauling 
40 Athearn & Model diecast coal wagons. 
The FA units powered while FB unit non- 
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powered. 

7, A Miller: Brawa DB (German) 
Volkswagon rail inspection Kombi-type 
motor car. 

J Gilmor: 2 Lima Class 1042 electric 
locos of the Austrian Railways - flywheel, 
can motors, all driven axles. 

M Ebinger: Wren 2-6-4 Tank loco with 
5 Airfix Ex LMS Suburban coaches. 


General News 


AVMRC (Inc) The Association of 
Victorian Model Railway Clubs will hold 
an extended one-day convention on Satur- 
day 5 September 1992 at the Abbotsford 
Masonic Hall, Abbotsford. First session 
will commence at 9 am and last session 
commences at 7.40 pm. 

For further information, agenda items 
and registration form, contact Jack Tre- 
seder. 


Missing 
Two lengths of rope that disappeared at 


Camberwell Civic Centre during setting up 
for the Exhibition. 


Open House 


Will be held the weekend of 19 and 20 
September 1992 (10 am to 5 pm - both 
days). 

Help will be needed to set up on the 
Friday, to man the displays, etc and pack 
up on the Sunday evening. 


Daylighters 


Consist of a group of members who 
meet at the Clubhouse on the first, third 
and fifth Mondays each month (except 
Public Holidays). Sessions commence at 10 
am and consist of carrying out working bee- 
type chores for the first couple of hours or 
so, then lunch and after lunch, running/ 
operating on the layout until 3 pm. Members 
supply their own models for running ses- 
sions. 

During 1991, the following members 
attended: 

G Turner - 28, R Marsden - 25, A 
Johnson - 24, Les Johnstone - 22, C Hill - 
21, B Southwell - 20, J Gardner - 20, T 
Dunlop - 17, J Treseder - 17, A Burton - 
17, N Hambly - 12, R Dunn - 9, D Marsden 
- 8, D Norman - 6, J Harry - 6, R Edwards 
- 5, Leo Johnstone - 5, Jack Kew - 5, B 
Wadge - 4, L Horsley - 4, A McKenna - 3, 
A Folley - 2, T Reeves - 2, John Kew - 2, 
R Thomas - 2, K Wilhelms - 2, R Maxfield 
- 2, N Fawelly - 1, J McDonald - 1, M Bray 
- 1, P Lunt - 1, P England - 1, G Stockfeld 
- 1. 

Work Nights 

Are held on Tuesday nights from approx 
7.45 pm onwards, where members can 
work on the layout or exhibition layouts. 
During 1991 the following members at- 
tended: 

R Marsden - 38, R Lloyd - 37, D 
Norman - 36, D Marsden - 34, G Nitz - 30, 
A Woods - 30, | McKenna - 27, W Secker 
- 25, P England - 25, R Polistena - 23, G 
Stockfeld - 23, J McDonald - 22, T Martin 
- 19, T Reeves - 13, A McKenna - 12, J 
MacClure - 12, C Elliott - 11, G Turner - 
9, B Wadge - 7, H Meijer - 4, R Robinson 
- 4, R Bogie - 4, L Horsley - 4, T Rowe - 
3, A Folley - 2, R Dall - 2, R Maxfield - 2, 
R Thomas - 1, J August - 1, A Cantillow 
- 1. 
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One thing that I find myself increasingly 
pondering lately is the lack of support of 
the Branch from its Sydney members, so | 
decided to try and quantify the problem. 
With the help of my good wife, I went 
counting through the latest Membership 
File in Journal No 206 and arrived at the 
following figures for "The Number of Regulars 
Amongst Metropolitan Sydney Members’. 
I make no claims about these figures being 
definitive, for example, I certainly don’t 
know about the names of everybody that 
comes along; however, I certainly believe 
these figures to be within 10%. 


%ot 
NSW 
Number of NSW Members 238 


Number 


Number of Sydney Members 195 82 
Number of ’Regulars’ 45 23 


I have to admit that the result of 23% 
is a little better than I was (cynically?) 
expecting, but it is still significantly less 
than half of the Sydney members. Note 
also that I tried to be liberal in my inter- 
pretation of regulars’. 

"Why is it so?’ I freely admit that I am 
new into the hobby, but I would’ve thought 
that few clubs (in NSW) would have as 
good a setup as AMRA NSW. We have the 
only O gauge layout in Sydney of such size 
(approx 40’ x 16’); a great HO gauge layout 
which can accommodate 5 mainline trains 
plus several others in yards, and which runs 
between the main room and the HO room; 
and a grand N gauge layout which, when 
the control system is fully completed, will 
be one of the most sophisticated possible. 
We have a comprehensive library of maga- 
zines and reference books; comfortable 
amenities, supported by our Ladies’ Aux- 
iliary; and plenty of parking, literally right 
out front. I simply can’t see why members 
who live here in Sydney wouldn’t take the 
time to visit us at least once. Perhaps one 
reason could be the (sometimes deliber- 
ate?) misinformation spread that, ‘if you 


don’t run NSW prototype, it’s not worth it 
to (or can’t) run at AMRA’? Of course 
that’s patently UNTRUE - surely it’s not 
implausible to expect the NSW Branch to 
be significantly interested in the local 
prototypes, but ithas NEVER been said b 
anyone of responsibility within the clu 
that any other prototype is not welcome. 
The ‘theme’ layout operation days now 
being trialled is evidence of the Commit- 
tee’s sincere effort to dispel such a story. 
I’m pleased to be able to say that the first 
of these, for UK prototype on 7 March, was 
well attended and well enjoyed by all - not 
just those running. 

Sorry if the above sounded like a ser- 
mon, but perhaps it was time to put these 
things in writing. Anyway, if you are a 
Sydney metropolitan area member, you’ve 
nothing to lose and plenty to gain by 
coming along and seeing what’s happening 
— clubrooms, in YOUR National 
club, 


Glenn Percival 
Publicity Officer 


30th Sydney Exhibition 
1992 


It seems not long ago that we were at the 
1991 Exhibition, but nonetheless this year’s 
Exhibition is looming on the horizon. 
Invitations to exhibit have been sent, with 
replies steadily coming in, well before the 
June 15 deadline. 

It is in this vein that we ask ALL Branch 
members to start considering now whether 
they are able to donate their services over 
the October long weekend, to help make 
the Exhibition a success. There simply 
would not be an exhibition without mem- 
bers giving their time and effort and more 
than just.a few give their complete week- 
end to ensure a success. Staging the 
Exhibition is the fund raising event of the 
Branch - without it, the Clubrooms would 
simply not continue to exist (remember 
that your annual subscription goes directly 
to the Federal COM). The Committee 
does not expect (or require) every member 


to spend all weekend at Liverpool, of 
course, but the more the merrier! Refresh- 
ments are provided, with offers of service 
over four hours a day entitling members to 
a snack meal and offers of service over six 
hours entitling members to a sit-down catered 
meal. 

In the next month or so (by the time 
members read this) the Exhibition roster 
forms will be sent out, so please consider 
helping out - this 30th Exhibition is a 
milestone of which all Branch members 
should be proud. 


Phil Lee Glenn Percival 
Exhibition Roster Publicity Officer 
Clerk 


Saying Thanks 


The Wednesday Gnomes of Rockdale 
include a sweeping range of experience, 
expertise, backgrounds and abilities. There 
are world travellers, ex Army, Navy and 
Air Force types, most branches of technol- 
ogy are represented and there are some 
honorary doctors of philosophy in the fields 
of science, and the arts etc. In the quiet, 
polite interchange of knowledge and views 
at the lunch table, where everyone talks 
simultaneously while several members fran- 
tically try to adjust their hearings aids to 
avoid (a) overloads to the aid and (b) 
irreversible damage to any remaining hearing 
sensitivity. Only one member calmly moves 
up and down the tables pouring, topping up 
and refilling cups of tea and coffee. 

There are hasty mumbles of thanks, of 
course, bearing in mind that only very 
limited interruptions to the monologues 
(can we have simultaneous monologues?) 
could be tolerated and the fastest intakes 
of breath are a resented necessity. And so 
it goes on until all have agreed to disagree, 
and all have been sated with food, includ- 
ing certain members loading with saturated 
fats and serum low density lipids - and tea 
and coffee so ably provided by Charlie. It 
has been noted that a recent addition to the 
family of Rockdale Gnomes seems to ab- 
jure tea and coffee and to drink the con- 
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tents of some sort of soft drink....ugh! 
Come to think of it, there was once a fellow 
in a large organisation who had frequent 
tastes of cold tea from an aluminium tea- 

ot. By lunchtime he was invariably very 

appy, and then one day that cold tea from 
that aluminium teapot was found to have a 
most un-tealike fragrance and flavour! And 
then there was the fellow who - but | 
digress. On the other hand, Rob, too, is 
a very happy sort of fellow after lunch - 
even when being harangued about ballast 
colours. It may be that the soft drink bottle 
belies the contents.... 

We forget, at times, to express our 
appreciation in a more positive manner for 
things that are done without fuss, or bother, 
but unobtrusively and efficiently. Our 
appreciation of the afternoon tea and coffee 
providers, Val Hogan and Shirley Hether- 
ington, has already been expressed. May 
their lives be long and happy, and may their 
enthusiasm for things Rockdale be main- 
tained. Now Charlie Weathers seems, 
initially, to have mixed success in his 
construction of ’0’ gauge model locomo- 
tives, but with persistence and encourage- 
ment, the latest production, a NSWGR 37 
Class Pacific, will perform to his complete 
Satisfaction. 

However, Charlie’s success as our resi- 
dent lunchtime tea and coffee maker is 
beyond doubt, and it is an immediate 
success. While the expressions of thanks at 
table may be somewhat hurried and muffled 
at times, there is a very full appreciation of 
his contribution to those quiet and sedate 
lunch breaks. Charlie seems to have an 
inexhaustible supply of video cassettes on 
things railway and he distributes freely to 
the Wednesday Gnomes for their pleasure, 
knowledge and appreciation. 

Charlie is an enthusiastic modeller of ’0’ 
gauge model locomotives, and when his 
current project, the NSWGR 37 Class 
Pacific, has been fine-tuned, we could 
suggest to him that the proposed high 
speed Garratt for the Sydney-Albury run 
would be an attractive model.... 

In the meantime, the Rockdale Wednes- 
day Gnomes say ‘thank you’ to Charlie 
Weathers, and the wish is that you be able 
to maintain your enthusiasm and love of 
things ’railway’ for very many years. 


Tom Parkes 


NSW News 
The AMRA NSW Shop 


: Selleys ’Aquadhere’ $4.50 ea 
One litre bottle 
. Aluminium die-cast G-clamps 
$1.50 ea 


two inch, with plastic foot and handle 
: AMRA car window decals $0.50 ea 
to affix to inside of back windows 
A stocktake is underway and details of 
more items on hand will be released in the 
near future. Stocks of all items are variable 
at present so, first in, best dressed! If any 
members have suggestions for goods that 
could be sold, or can offer/source same, 
please contact the Publicity Officer, listed 
elsewhere in Smoke Signals. 
. COMING SOON!! 
Personalised embroidered club shirts! 
Quality BONDS GRAND SLAM pock- 
eted shirts with the Club logo and name on 
the non-pocket side, and your name above 
the pocket. ‘Natural’ light tan (AMRA 


NSW) colour, in adult sizes 14-30. 
Keep watching this space for more details! 


Glenn Percival 
Publicity Officer 


AMRA NSW Library 


The Branch Library of books, maga- 
zines and other reference works are avail- 
able to all members for a nominal charge 
of $2.00 for twelve months. Books may be 
borrowed for a period of up to four weeks. 
At this point in time, all the hard cover 
books have been catalogued and sorted 
into three main categories - Australian, UK 
and Miscellaneous (which covers Euro- 
pean, American, Asianetc). All books and 
shelves have been numbered and the full 
catalogue is displayed on the front of the 
bookcase. The next challenge for our 
Librarian is to venture into our big glass 
cabinet (Pandora’s Box as he calls it!) 
which contains hundreds/thousands of 
magazines, some of which date back to the 


early 1930s I’mtold. Best of British Roger! 

For any further information regarding 
the Library, please contact our Library 
Staff. 


THEME RUNNING NIGHTS 


Our first theme running day which was 
held on Saturday 7 March was for UK 
rolling stock. This proved to be an over- 
whelming success and, at times, members 
were queueing to get a run. All members 
seem to be in favour of this new addition 
to our programme as evidenced by another 
well patronised turn out to our second 
theme running night on Friday 10 April for 
members owning North American rolling 
stock. Check your programme and keep an 
eye out for your theme running day/night. 


SLIDE NIGHT - NSW 
PROTOTYPE 


Untortunately I was unable to attend 
this function which was held on Friday 27 
March, but I have it on good authority that 


NSW Programme 


Slides: ’25 Years since Western (NSW) Steam’, plus modern history 


Visit to Ryde Live Steamers - 2 pm, Anthony Road, West Ryde - 


adjacent to railway station. Contact Club if transport is a problem 


Visit to NSW Rail Transport Museum, Thirlmere. Contact Club if 


Clinic: HO Kadee couplers / Introduction to passenger cars - Alan 


June 
Sat 6 Auction (book items in by 2 pm) 
Fri 12 
- Col Gilberton 
Sat 20 Layout Operation (General) 
Fri 26 Layout Operation (UK) 
July 
Sat 4 Clinic: Bring in your modelling problems 
Fri 10 Layout Operation (General) 
Sat 18 
Fri 24 Layout Operation (General) 
August 
Sat 1 Layout Operation (North America) 
Sun 9 
transport is a problem 
Fri 14 
Tonks 
Sat 15 Layout Operation (General) 


Sat-Sun 22-23 


Annual Dinner 6.30 pm - Booked Members & Guests Only. Cost to 
be advised. Contact Ed Hogan, via Club 

Visit to "Hawkesbury/Knapsack’ exhibiting at NURC Broadmeadow 
Exhibition, Basketball Stadum, Young Road, Broadmeadow. Walking 
distance from station. Contact Club if transport is a problem. 


Fri. 28 Layout Operation (General) 

September 

Sat 5 Locomotive Drawbar Pull Competition 

Fri 11 Layout Operation (Australian) 

Sat 19 Clinic: Compensated Chassis - Richard Grace 

Pri’. -25 Exhibition Preparation 

October 

Fri 2 Exhibition Preparation 

Sat-Mon 3-5 THE SYDNEY MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION Liverpool, EG 

Whitlam Recreation Centre, Woodward Park, Memorial Ave 

Fri 9 Layout Operation (General) 

Sat 17 **OPEN DAY** 10 am to 5.30 pm 

Fri 23 Movies: to be advised 

NOTES 

Work Days: Wednesdays, from late morning. Most Monday nights from 7.30 pm. 

7 Continuing Clinics are held on Layout Operation days, covering such topics as 
model making, kit bashing, detailing and throttles. 

. On Layout Operation days, priority to that theme’s prototype, where indicated. 

* Visitors are welcome at meetings unless otherwise indicated. 

. Meeting times, unless otherwise indicated, are: 


ist & 3rd Saturdays 2.00 to 5.30 pm 2nd & 4th Fridays 7.30 to 11.00 pm 
: Clubrooms are situated in Chapel Lane, Rockdale. Phone: 567 1899. 
‘ All correspondence on NSW Branch matters should be addressed to: 

The Secretary, AMRA NSW, PO Box 193, Rockdale, NSW 2216. 
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an enjoyable night was had by all who 
attended. About 30 members were in 
attendance and in all 300 slides were shown. 
Some of those who contributed were Norm 
Read and Ralph Wambeek (steam/early 
diesel) - early days of ’O’ gauge, including 
some slides of Norm’s own layout. Bob 
Wardrop - last day of RTM Enfield, first 
day of RTM Thirlmere (mostly steam). 
Fred Stell brought along some slides of 
early steam, mostly NSW, which also in- 
cluded some from his Dad’s collection. 
With such a large number of slides, mem- 
bers were viewing well into the night. 
Ate to all those who brought along their 
slides. 
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1992 Model Railway 
Exhibition Report 


Invitations have now been sent to 
members and fellow modellers who re- 
sponded to Graham Watson’s ’call’ for the 
1992 Model Railway Exhibition. 

One of the main reasons the last two 
Exhibitions have been outstanding suc- 
cesses is the enormous effort put in by a 
number of the Branch members and the 
tremendous support from everyone else in 
the Branch. Graham Watson is one of the 
early contributors through his efforts to 
locate transportable model railway layouts 
suitable for exhibition. Much of what 
follows is built on the foundations that 
Graham puts in place. Just as important is 
the work being undertaken by others, the 
floor plan for the venue, the barricading 
plan (its erection and subsequent disman- 
tling), the arrangement of what seems to be 
a hundred and one other items; some 
significant, some seemingly insignificant, 
and yet all critical to having an Exhibition 
properly set up. 

Of course, the whole is of little conse- 
quence if the paying customers are not 
coming through the door! This is where 
every member comes into their own. The 
handbills and poster in the Exhibition Pack 
enclosed are for distribution; the more 
thoughtfully this is done the better the 
message is getting out. Remember also the 
value of our raffle tickets - they are also an 
advertising medium. The more tickets we 
can place, the better the message is getting 
across. So much can be done through the 
careful placement of the handbills and 
poster and the sale of the raffle tickets. 

if anyone wants some advice on how to 
place raffle tickets, please feel free to 
contact me. I’m available on 09 - 307 1581 
and am willing to help you. 


Lionel Boyce 


1992 Model Railway Exhibition Co- 
ordinator 
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LOW MELT SOLDERING 


CLINIC 


This clinic was held on Saturday 4 April 
and was quite well attended. Our thanks 
must go to Laurie Lumsden and Al Cut- 
more from L&C Kits for their presentation. 
They certainly made it look easy!! Unfor- 
tunately, so it seemed, their message of ’if 
you're afraid of white metal, you’ll never 
do it’ might take a little while to sink in, as 
no one seemed to want to have a try at 
soldering - at least while there were on- 
lookers! Laurie and Al also had items on 
sale, including NSW passenger car sides, 
various white metal kits and, of course, low 
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Simon’s Scribblings 
All hands to the (’N’ Scale) Wheel! 

The 1992 Model Railway Exhibition is 
upon us and our ’N’ scale group is finding 
that they are going to have trouble com- 

leting the rebuilding of the "West-N-Trak’ 

ayout in time. The cry for help has gone 
out. 

This layout has to be the Branch’s 
representative at this year’s Exhibition and, 
consequently, needs to be in a presentable 
condition by then. Past experience has 
shown that it is virtually essential for us to 
have a layout at ’our’ Exhibition. 

Work is progressing on the layout at 
most Branch aoe - come along and 
give the crew a hand. 

' Remember that the annual Exhibition is 
our main source of income and it is essen- 
tial that we make a success of it. For this 
we need your help. 

We need your help to publicise the 
Exhibition among your friends and ac- 
quaintances. 

We need your help to sell raffle tickets. 
_ We need your help to staff the Exhibi- 
tion. 

I look forward to seeing you at the 1992 
Model Railway Exhibition. 


Simon Mead 
Branch President 


1992 Annual 
General Meeting 


Members are advised that the 1992 
Annual General Meeting of the Australian 
Model Railway Association, Western 
Australian Branch Ine will be held at 8.00 
pm on Monday 6 July 1992 in the Clubrooms, 
24 Moojebing Street, Bayswater. 

Members wishing to have any matter 
placed on the AGM Agenda are requested 
to provide details to the Branch Secretary 
no later than 23 May 1992. 


melt solder. On display were various 
pieces of rolling stock in HO and N gauge, 
as well was 18, 19 and 20 classes, showing 
how printed circuit board material under- 
neath allows pick-up whiskers to be added 
easily. Also on display were end skirts for 
Lima 44 class bodies, a repainted ‘red 
terror’ 44 class and a preview of a Bicen- 
tennial 422 class, which along with a Bicen- 
tennial 48 class will be available by mail 
order only, in the foreseeable future. A 
very interesting afternoon was had by all 
so, once again, thanks to Laurie and Al. 

That’s all for this issue. 

Happy Ballasting 


Judy Sant 


Gio “ASHFIELD 


%y, CLUBROOMS 
ty Ne Da. 


The forma! notice for the Annual General 
Meeting, the Agenda for the meeting and 
a Nomination Form for Officers and 
Management Committee election will be 
nolan in the next issue of "The Branch- 
ine’. 


Membership Matters 


The Branch’s membership continues to 
Bor with another nine persons living in 
estern Australia having joined the Asso- 
ciation since the last issue. As a conse- 
uence of them joining the Association, 
they are automatically members of the 
Western Australian Branch also and we 
welcome them all. We hope that they will 
find their memberships of the Association, 
and of the Branch (in particular), will be 
fruitful, educational and enjoyable. They 
are:- 


Gary ARCUS Leeming "HO’ 
Fred BAKER Keysbrook ’HO’/,O0’ 
LNER 
Chris BIRIS West Midland °HO’ 
Robert & Donelle DUNNHigh eee 
Douglas NAIRN Victoria Park °HO’ 
Leon POWER Gosnells Lima 
"HO’ 
Colin SCOTT Student Member 
Karrinyup , 


George SUMNER Beckenham ’HO’,’N’ 

Fred Baker reminded us that he had 
been a member of the Branch in the ’good 
old days’ at Meltham between 1977 and 
1980. Fred has just retired and says that 
he’ll now have the time to take the hobby 
seriously, so he decided to rejoin, espe- 
cially as the new Clubrooms give a little 
more room that we had at Meltham! (After 
a little more time in retirement, Fred will 
discover one of the basic truths......’1 wonder 
how I ever had the time to go to 
work!!’,..Editor). Anyway, welcome back, 
Fred. 

These additions bring the Branch 
membership up to 291, by my reckoning. | 
have not had a Membership Report from 
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the Federal Registrar since early February, 
so | am unable to bore you all with any 
comparisons of the WA Branch with the 
other Branches. The Federal Registrar, 
Norm Read, has written t’other day telling 
me that when he returned to Sydney from 
the Victorian Branch exhibition (held last 
month), he had 42 new members to proc- 
ess, mostly from the Vic Branch exhibi- 
tion’. As we had a lead of 29 over Vic 
Branch at 15 February, I think we will still 
be in front despite the recruitment at the 
Vic Branch exhibition. And, of course, we 
have our own Exhibition coming up in 
about seven weeks and there will probably 
“i quite a few new members result from 
tnat. 


Alan Porter 
Branch Registrar 


The Western Australian 
Branch ’Club’ Award 


The Management Committee of the 
Western Australian Branch has decided, 
after discussions with Ted Thoday, to modify 
the use of "The Ted Thoday Encourage- 
ment Award’. The Award was donated to 
the Branch by Ted in 1988 (at the time 
when he was made an Honorary Life 
Member of the Association) and it was 
intended to be a means of encouraging a 
better standard of modelling among those 
members who felt that their modelling 
efforts were not good enough for public 
display, which is a condition in the Branch’s 
Annual Railway Modelling Competition. 

Unfortunately, the Award did not yield 
the desired results and it lapsed in 1990. 
The Award will now be used for: 


“THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN 


BRANCH ’CLUB’ AWARD’ 
Members of the Western Australian 
Branch of the Australian Model Railway 
Association are invited to nominate a member 
who they consider has contributed to the 
betterment of the Branch and whose efforts 
deserve to be recognised formally. 
Members wishing to nominate a fellow 
Western Australian Branch member are 
invited to submit a written nominated to 
the Branch Secretary no later than Satur- 
day, 16 May 1992. The nomination letter 
must contain the name of the person 
nominated, a paragraph stating the reasons 
for the nomination and the name of the 
person making the nomination. The 
Management Committee will consider all 
nominations received at its May and June 
1992 meetings and the winner of "The 
Western Australian Branch ’Club’ Award’ 
will be announced by the President at the 
Annual General Meeting on 6 July 1992. 


Around the Layouts 


It almost went unnoticed by those of us 
outside of the select group, but it was the 
tinkling of glasses that gave the game away. 
There they were, standing around with 
champagne flutes containing what looked 
like the-real thing. And what’s this? - 
there’s something moving on the new ’Ebford 
Regis’ layout! Yes, the first train was 
coming off the viaduct into the station 
(well, the platform, as there isn’t a building 
there yet). 

What was left of "Ebford Regis, Mk.I’ is 
now only a memory (nightmare, I hear 
some say), save for the old stone built 
viaduct, which was on the layout when 


Richard Smart donated it to the Branch. 
The viaduct has been ‘stuffed and mounted’ 
on the wall, giving the appearance of the 
start of some future mezzanine layout. 
They've also saved some of the buildings 
which came with the layout and these will 
find their way onto ’Ebford Regis, Mk.II’. 

Saturday, 21 March also saw the com- 
mencement of some feverish (but well 
organised) activity of the ’West-N-Trak’ 
layout. After some honest soul searching, 
it was admitted that if this layout is to 
appear at the 1992 Model Railway Exhibi- 
tion at the Claremont Showgrounds at the 
end of May, the run rate would have to 
improve dramatically. A Special Meeting 
of members present was held; they were 
acquainted with the background to the 
situation; an appeal for help was made and, 
under my direction (cajoling, encourage- 
ment, persuasion and, in one case, down- 
right shanghaiing), a group of members set 
to on a list of items needing attention. 
Much progress was made but there is still 
lots to do, so any willing workers will be 
welcomed at any General Club Activities 
Meeting (second and fourth Fridays of each 
month). You don’t have to be an ’N’ scaler 
- this is the layout that will be representing 
AMRA, WA at our own Exhibition and the 
Branch will be judged by it. 

’Haltwhistle’?..... Well, what can I say? 
It’s doing a sterling job in providing a 
facility for members to run their own trains 
or to use the Branch’s gear on General 
Club Activities days and evenings. How- 
ever, there is a degree of damage to the 
layout and the Branch’s stock occurring, 
due to general carelessness. There’s been 
cme 4 of the plaster-based ’countryside’ 
at the front of the layout in two places (at 
least), with lots of damage to small scenic 
items due to lack of care with the paws’ 
when rerailing stock and there’s a lot of 

rubby marks on the sky-boards behind the 
ayout. There’s also far too much damage 
to the Branch’s locomotives, carriages and 
wagons, many of which are left laying 
around on their sides without essential 
parts which have been broken and cast 
aside or just plain ‘lost’, All of this misuse 
and abuse has got to stop, otherwise I may 
have to: 

(a) recommend to the Management 
Committee that unsupervised use of this 
layout will have to cease. 

(b) chop off the ’paws’ of the offenders! 


Ian Wood 
Layouts Co-ordinator 


Readers’ and Viewers’ 


Corner 


Members will have noticed that the 
shortage of Library shelf space is becoming 
a serious question. Plans are in hand to 
supplement the existing shelves with two 
further sections to fill the blank space on 
the east wall of the Library and to relocate 
one of the existing sections. One of the 
new sections will be a purpose designed 
unit to accommodate the now substantial 
collection of video tapes, with space for 
further additions. 

Speaking of videos, the arrangements 
for the purchase of the five US titles which 
were mentioned in my last report (’The 
Branchline’, February 1992, page 5) have 
fallen down and alternative sources of 
supply are being looked at. 

Also, three ‘special’ videos have been 


produced for the convenience of members. 
These are extracts from the three ’Rails- 
cale’ videotapes and cover the construction 
of a DJH white metal and etched brass 
locomotive kit, scratch-building of a small 
building using styrene sheet and the com- 

lete building of a modern image ’N’ scale 
ayout. The tapes enable these subjects to 
be looked at without the need to borrow 
one or more of the ’Railscale’ tapes. 

Associated with the new Library shelf 
units will be some custom built magazines 
racks which will overcome some of the 
problems associated with the present ’cur- 
rent issue’ magazine rack and which will be 
able to be placed almost anywhere in the 
Library shelf system. 

It is a delight to see how the Library 
continues to reflect the vibrant nature of 
the Branch’s membership. The material we 
continue to receive from members is adding 
to our collection, both in depth and breadth. 

In this issue, I] am delighted to thank 
David White, Andrew Wells, Mike Horn, 
Gus Durham, Dennis Ling and Tom Donkin, 
as well as Jim Preston of P&J Models, for 
donations of books and magazines to the 
Library. 

There is also a special thanks to Marcia 
Nichols for her kind gesture in donating the 
book "The Illustrated Encyclopedia of 
Railway Locomotives’ by Robert Tufnell. 
This book, donated in memory of Harley, 
has a dedication, beautifully written in 
copper-plate on the flyleaf by Richard 
Smart and, in view of its sentimental value, 
will not be available for loan to members. 


Lionel Boyce 
Library Co-ordinator 


Fly on the Wall at the 
Management Committee 
Meetings 


February: Purchase of two 20 watt fluo- 
rescent worklights at $45.95 each approved. 
Purchase of metal vernier at approximately 
$6.00 approved. Purchase of workshop 
safety signs and disposable face masks 
approved. Installation of additional secu- 
rity lighting at cost of $605 approved. 
Purchase of replacement motor for Dapol 
J94 Saddle Tank locomotive, plus replace- 
ment traction tyres for the Branch’s loco- 
motives approved. Installation in the 
Clubrooms of a standard telephone, con- 
nected to Telecom’s ’Easy Call’ system, 
approved at a cost of $253 eo nota 
rental charges. Purchase of five years bac 
issues of Australian Rail Enthusiast’ at 10 
cents per copy approved. City of Bayswa- 
ter to be asked to clarify reason for Branch 
being billed for 30% of water consumed 
through two meters, one of which is not 
connected to Branch’s plumbing. Sugges- 
tion that office bearers of incorporated 
bodies might be legally liable for injuries 
suffered by members to be discussed with 
the Branch’s insurers. G Watson’s actions 
in photocopying over 400 WAGR ee 
for placement in plastic sheets in suitable 
binders in Branch Library acknowledged 
with appreciation. Availability of fifteen 
large layouts for 1992 Exhibition noted. 
Exhibition advertising campaign approved. 
Donation by Marcia Nichols of "The Illus- 
trated Encyclopedia of Railway Locomo- 
tives’, in memory of Harley, acknowledged 
with appreciation. A Porter’s efforts in 
putting up pictures and in fixing down the 
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ates in the Meeting Room acknowledged 
with appreciation. 

March: Provision and fixing of mir- 
rors in the toilets by | Wood at no charge 
acknowledged with appreciation. Reply 
from City of Bayswater in regard to billing 
for water consumption considered unsatis- 
factory by Committee and by Light Car 
Club of WA (with which one metered 
water service is shared) and letter of pro- 
test to. be sent. Judging Co-ordinator for 
1992 Exhibition to be arranged. Range of 
hardware carried in ’Paddington Market’ 
to be expanded. Concern expressed over 
damage occurring to ‘Haltwhistle’ ‘OO’ 
scale layout - agreed that closer supervision 
is required. B Keens to act as Treasurer 
during absence of A Porter overseas be- 
tween 25 April and 24 May. Refurbish- 
ment of the "West-N-Trak’ "N’ scale layout 
to be accelerated to ensure its completion 
for the 1992 Exhibition. Arrangements for 
1992 Exhibition broadly to schedule. "How 
to’ demonstration stand to be included in 
1992 Exhibition, as well as R Smart dem- 
onstrating scenic techniques on a module of 
the new ’Ebford Regis’ ’O’ scale layout. 


Branchline Bumblings 
by lan Wood 


The model railway hobby attracts a 
myriad of people, each of whom has a 
slightly different interest than the rest. 
That’s why I like reading ’Letters to the 
Editor’ in many of the modelling maga- 
zines. How often have I read a letter 
criticising someone else’s model or layout 
and telling them ’They’ve got it wrong and 
it should be like this’? When will these 
people realise that railway modelling is a 
HOBBY and, in most cases, is embarked 
upon for the enjoyment and satisfaction 
that the individual receives from it. If 
you're happy running American boxcars 
behind a Gresley ’Pacific’, then go for it. | 
could fill this page with a list of all the odd, 
non-prototypical examples I’ve seen, and 
some of them I’ve done myself. 

! hope what I’ve written in previous 
articles has not been interpreted as ‘gospel’ 
or that I’m telling you that’s how it’s got 
to be’. Look at my byline -- ’Branchline 
Bumblings’. These articles are just a 
collection of thoughts, ideas and philoso- 
phies on the hobby that just bumble through 
my mind. 

Some just like to watch model trains 
running and are fascinated to see them 
move and follow their determined path. 
They don’t care what prototype they are 
depicting or whether they are accurate or 
not ne Gresley and the boxcars bri- 
gade’). If they like it and are happy, that’s 
ok by me. That reminds me.....my first 
train set was a Tri-ang with, what I only 
realised years later, a model of a New 
Zealand 4-6-4 tank loco and an American 
gondola, boxcar and caboose. Things 
expanded a little later when my father 
bought another Tri-ang set containing a 
British Railways ’Princess’ locomotive with 
three American outline “Trans-Continen- 
tal’ coaches, all sold in the one box! 

Personally, I like to model from the 
prototype now as you will have gathered 
from previous articles. But I will always 
_ stop at the jeweller’s window to watch a 
model train weaving its way through the 
Seiko watches and I, too, have been caught 


watching "Thomas, the Tank Engine’ on 
TV (honesty time here, folks.....how many 
of you have been caught too?). Actually 
the models and layout used in this TV 
series are modelled on a prototype, albeit 
fictitious. 

I do have limits though. Recently my 
sister-in-law visited from interstate and 
wanted me to show her and her husband 
my ‘Choo Choos’. | quietly and patiently 
explained, through clenched teeth, that if 
she was referring to my model tailway, | 
would be happy to, so long as she called it 
by its correct term. Actually, her husband 
became very interested when I explained 
what I was modelling and why. At least he 
understood why grown people follow and 
enjoy this hobby. Now there is one more 
person out there who realises that there is 
a difference between a "Choo Choo’ and a 
model railway. 

So where is this ramble getting to? | 
think (and I stress the word ’I’) it’s this. If 
you just model trains and are happy and 
satisfied running whatever stock you have, 
irrespective of the prototype it depicts (if 
any), then go for it and don’t worry what 
others say. After all, who are you trying 
to please? If this eventually leads you to 
want to model a prototype more accu- 
rately, all well and good. And for the 
purists, the "bottom line’ could be: don’t 
knock the Gresley and boxcar brigade - 
they’re satisfied and that’s what a hobby 
should return to its participant. 

Pll probably get howled down for this 
article - "you’re supposed to be promoting 
the art and the science of railway model- 
ling!’. Well, I feel that | am, because most 
of us progress and want a better, more 
accurate model than when we started in the 
hobby and this invariably leads to following 
a prototype. 

Actually this article was really supposed 
to get onto the subject of why we model a 
certain prototype, but I’ve bumbled off on 
a sidetrack again (pun intended!). I guess 
I'll just have to save that till next time. 


More Fun With The 
Strippers 


Since I related my torrid experiences 
with strippers in the February issue of The 
Branchline’, I have gathered a bit more 
information. 

First, in ’MR Workshop’ in the Decem- 
ber issue of Model Railroader’, a question 
was asked about how to remove the paint 
from a Kato model of an SD40. The reply 
WaS ...... "To remove paint, I recommend 
a paint remover marketed by one of the 
hobby paint manufacturers. Three are 
shown in the Walthers catalogue: Polly S 
Blo-Remover, Undek-it Model Stripper 
and Scalecoat. A lot of people use brake 
fluid, but | prefer something formulated 
specifically for the job’. 

Then, in the March issue of "Model 
Railroader’, a custom model builder and 
painter at The Whistle Stop, Sacramento, 
California, wrote I strip a lot of 
factory-painted finishes on a regular basis 
and have had dire results from mixing 
Kato’s plastics with Washaway or brake 
fluid. Most often the plastic (I don’t know 
whether it’s polystyrene) tends to absorb 
the paint remover and becomes dry and 
brittle. I’ve had F-unit ladders and nose 


areas crack and break at tension points. A 
recently-stripped $D40 broke in two places 
across the frame’s walkways. 

I took this up with Kato and they were 
very concerned, as they had already had 
reports of similar damage. Their advice is 
to immerse the parts in Pinesol cleaner, 
using a container such as a closed wide- 
mouth mayonnaise jar. This technique 
works, though it’s slow and does not always 
result in removing all traces of paint; about 
96% dissolves. 

Be sure to wear rubber gloves, as this 
cleaner will dry out and chap skin just as 
badly as paint removers or brake fluid will.’ 

And then, from our midst, Alan Higgs 
writes on stripping off Lima paint; ’Lima 
paint (at least on Australian outline 
Commonwealth Railways GM model) can 
be removed with methylated spirit, without 
harm to the plastic. I cannot vouch for 
effectiveness on other brands, but ’meths’ 
is always worth a try before caustic or 
brake fluid if the paint type is unknown. 

Methylated spirit is also the thinner of 
choice for acrylic paint such as Tamiya and 
is a thinner for Floquil ’Barrier’. 

Incidentally, I claim no originality for 
the above, having seen the information 
from reading AMRA "Journal’ and "AMRM’.’ 

Well, I thought I could confirm Alan’s 
theory on Lima ’OO’ scale stock and | 
found a BR Mk.I composite which had a 
lurid red and yellow livery rather than the 
correct (and gentile) carmine and cream 
and it cried out to be resprayed. Into a 
bath of ’meths’ and in less than ten min- 
utes, the paint’s just ‘flowing off’ the Lima 
shell, so much so that no scrubbing or 
brushing was needed to take all of the paint 
off. Wow! 

Then, I threw in the Lima bodies that | 
had previously stripped with brake fluid 
and all remaining vestiges of paint just fell 
away again! 

But, when a Mainline body was im- 
mersed in the ’meths’ for 24 hours, abso- 
lutely nothing happened, apart from sof- 
tening the paint just a bit that a finger nail 
can slice the paint layer away. Vigorous 
brushing with a suede brush was needed to 
get it off properly. 

What about Hornby? I found a Fowler 
2-6-4T body in LMS crimson lake which I 
wanted to repaint in BR lined black. Mind 
you, the paint job on this was so smooth 
that I could have painted right over the 
crimson without stripping it off. Anyway, 
into the ’meths’ no effect after 24 
hours. Into 10% caustic soda.....no effect 
after 24 hours. Into the brake fluid.....after 
24 hours, the paint came away well with a 
soft bristle endl and absolutely NO EFFECT 
on the plastic of the body. 

So, what were the results of my nights 
spent with the strippers? They can be 
summarised as follows:- 

Lima: *meths’ takes paint off very 
easily without damaging plastic. 

Hornby: brake fluid takes paint off 
after 24 hours (soft brushing is needed) 
without damaging plastic. 

Mainline: brake fluid takes paint off 
after 24 hours (hard brushing is needed) 
but damage to plastic possible. Try on 
inside first. 

Airfix, Replica, Dapol: Don’t know! To 
find out, I'll have to spend a few more 
nights with the strippers!!| Whacko!!! 


Alan Porter 
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Sat 23 Exhibition Preparations Note 4 
Wed 27 Exhibition Preparations and Briefing Note 5 
Fri 29 Set up Exhibition Note 6 
Sat 30 1992 MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION Note 7 
Sun 31 1992 MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION Note 7 
June 

Mon 1 1992 MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION - Note 8 

including take down of Exhibition 

Wed 3 Return of Barricading and other Equipment to Clubrooms Note 9 
Sat 6 Housekeeping at Clubrooms Note 10 
Mon 8 Sn3-1/2 Special Interest Group Meeting Note 3 
Wed 10 General Club Activities Note 1 
Fri 12 "N’ Scale Special Interest Group Meeting Note 2 
sat: 33 Special Project Afternoon. Note 11 
Mon 15 1992 Model Railway Exhibition ’Post Mortem’ Note 12 


Programme 
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All meetings will be held in the Branch 
Clubrooms at 24 Moojebing Street, Bayswa- 
ter, right opposite Paddington Street. 
Moojebing Street runs off Guildford Road 
towards the Swan River about 50 metres 
east of the traffic lights which are opposite 
the Cresco fertiliser works. 

The times of the meetings are as follows, 
unless otherwise indicated:- 

Mondays and Wednesdays 8 pm 
Fridays 7.30 pm (except 29 May) 
Saturdays 2.00 pm 

The Committeeman who is the Duty 
Officer for the meeting will open the 
Clubrooms at least 15 minutes earlier than 
the times specified above. Visitors are 
always welcome at any of the scheduled 
meetings - you just introduce yourself to 
the Duty Officer (ask someone who he is). 
He will really make you feel ’at home’ b 
showing you around the Clubrooms (whic 
we believe are among the best of any mode] 
railway club in Australia) and by introduc- 
ing you to some of the members present. 

The fees payable by members cover 
some of the general operating expenses of 
the Branch’s Clubrooms and entitles members 
to hot refreshment (tea, coffee or Milo) 
plus biscuit. No fee is payable by visitors 
unless they keep coming week after week 
after week.......... without joining up! 

Cordial and cold water are available at 
no cost from the refrigerator but the cans 
of Coke, Fanta, Diet Coke, Sprite, Solo, 
Seven Up and so on, will cost you a small 
amount. 

Note 1 For these meetings up to mid- 
May, we’d like to have as many members 
as possible offering their skills and talents 
for the refurbishment of the °N’ scale 
"West-N-Trak’ layout. 

If you’re a complete dunce in such 
matters, or if there are so many members 
around the ’N’ layout that they’re packed 
elbow to elbow and floor to ceiling, vou’re 
excused and will be ‘allowed’ to use the 
Clubroom facilities as you wish, with but 
few restrictions (eg the need for a ’Certifi- 
cate of Competency’ for using some of the 
equipment at the Work Station). There’s 
the Branch’s 16.5mm layout ’Haltwhistle’ 
(which has sufficient clearances for Sn3-1/ 
2 stock as well as HO’ and ’OO’ scales) on 
which you can run your own trains (or you 
may use some of the Branch’s equipment) 
WITH CARE - see Layout Co-ordinator’s 
Notes, otherwise you'll have your paws cut 
off!! The building of the new 32mm gauge 
’O’ scale ’Ebford cag can always use 
helpers and you can browse through the 
mountains of information we have in the 


Library, you can pick out a video, put it in 
our video player (and sit back and enjoy 
the show) or you can chat away to like- 
minded model railway and full-size railway 
enthusiasts. 

After the Model Railway Exhibition, 
there will be less need for the urgent work 
on the ’N’ scale layout and there will be less 
criticism then if you want to do other 
things! 

Note 2. You don’t have to be an ’N’ 
scale enthusiast to enjoy these evenings, 
the regular Friday night gatherings of the 
’"N’ Scale Special Interest Group who are 
working on the ’West-N-Trak’ layout to 
have it ready for the 1992 Model Railway 
Exhibition. In fact, there’s the need for 
lots of help with this project at all these 
Friday night gatherings before the Exhibi- 
tion so everyone who has a modelling skill 
in electronics, scenic treatment, structural 
engineering, etc will be most welcome. 

After the Exhibition, there might be the 
opportunity to enjoy ‘the fruits of the 
labours’ of the past twelve months by 
running a few trains on the ’N’ scale layout 
on these nights! 

Note 3 Come along to these work- 
shop sessions and try your hand at building 
a model of a WAGR 3’6” gauge railway 
vehicle in ’S’ scale. There’s a great group 
of Sn3-1/2 modellers to inspire, guide, 
cajole or otherwise encourage you to get 
into this most desirable activity - modelling 
your local railway scene. 

Note 4 Apart from preparing two of 
the Branch’s layouts for the 1992 Model 
Railway Exhibition....... 

... the "Ossie Gully’ layout is ready and 
stored away now 

... the "West-N-Trak’ layout needs all 
the help it can get 

Sieesiiees there’s a vast number of ’infra- 
structure’ items used by the Branch to put 
on a good Exhibition to be checked out 
and, if necessary, repaired and rehabili- 
tated. The list includes the barricading, 
ticket boxes, visual screens, display boards, 
signs of all types........ the list goes on. 

Note 5 A little time will be taken off 
this evening for members who are partici- 
pating in the 1992 Model Railway Exhibi- 
tion (either as an Exhibitor or as an AMRA 
official’) to receive a briefing on a number 
of points which will help us to put on a good 
Exhibition for the public, as well as enjoy- 
ing it themselves. 7 

Note 6 There’s a lot to do in setting 
up the Exhibition apart from the Exhibitors 
bringing along and setting up their dis- 
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lays. Transportation of the Branch’s 
ayouts, the transportation and erection of 
the ‘infrastructure’ items, the erection of 
the barricading...... they’ve all got to be 
done by someone. Volunteer yourself for 
all or part of this day, either at the Silver 
Jubilee Pavilion as an ’erector’ or at the 
Clubrooms as a ‘loader and carrier’ (if you 
have a trailer - it could be useful!). Activi- 
ties will start early (9 am or before at both 
locations) and will carry on until it’s all 
done, hopefully early in the evening. 

Note 7 Lots of member involvement 
is needed to ‘run’ the Exhibition and we 
hope that all members will be able to help 
sometime over the weekend. Use the 
Roster Form to indicate when you can. 
You'll get to see the Exhibition for free if 
you do. Otherwise, if you cannot help to 
run the Exhibition, do come along and see 
it, but you’ll have to pay to get in and you 
may get ’a bit of stick’ from those members 
who are ’working’ at the Exhibition. 

Note 8 Apart from the involvement 
described in Note 7, there’s the need to 
dismantle the barricading and other ’infra- 
Structure’ equipment and to load these 
things onto whatever transport for removal 
from the Silver Jubilee Pavilion this eve- 
ning if possible (otherwise, some of us will 
have to come back on the following day!). 
So, again, lots of help needed and if you’ve 
got a trailer, you may be able to assist with 
the transportation. There’s no formal way 
to indicate your ability to help out...just be 
there! Many hands will make light work!! 

Note 9 The barricading and some of 
the other ‘infrastructure’ equipment will 
have been ‘taken home’ on Monday eve- 
ning by members with trucks and trailers 
and tonight, it will be brought back to the 
Clubrooms for return to storage NEATLY. 
Again, many hands will make light work! 

There’s also the re-erection of the "West- 
N-Trak’ ’N’ scale layout which was taken 
down to the Showgrounds for display in the 
Exhibition. 

Note 10 Despite the best endeavours, 
it’s certain that there will be some tidying 
up of the Storeroom and the other storage 
areas following the return of the equipment 
from the Exhibition and there will almost 
certainly be more to be done in getting the 
"West-N-Trak’ layout up and running again. 

Note 11 Assuming that your Editor 
can thump enough keys on his typewriter 
between the end of the Exhibition and 
today, we’ll spend the afternoon persecut- 
ing the paper’ of the June issue of "The 
Branchline’. Collating, stapling, checking, 
folding, enveloping, Postcode sorting, etc 
- there’s a task to suit everyone’s talents! 

Note 12 Tonight, we'll hear how things 
went at the 1992 Model Railway Exhibition 
and then each of us present can offer 
constructive comments on what happened 
and how we can improve our performance 
for 1993. We'll never improve unless we 
get feedback from members and others. 


Just in case the June issue of "The 
Branchline’ runs late and its collation, etc 
is deferred by one week to 20 June, the 
following is an indication of the programme 


intended for the second half of June:- 

Sat 20 General Club Activities (or 
assembly of ’The Branchline’ 
if running late!) 

Wed 24 Slide Night 

Fri 26 ~~ ’N’ scale Special Interest 
Group meeting 

Sat 27 General Club Activities 

Mon 29 General Club Activities 
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PACIFIC BELT LINES 


PO BOX 590 
SUNNYBANK QLD 4109 
Factory & Sales: Cnr Bradman & Dulacca Sts 
ACACIA RIDGE QLD 4110 
Phone: (07) 2738794 Fax: (07) 2737246 
MODEL RAILROAD I10 GAUGE 


MAIL ORDER SPECIALIST 


INJECTION-MOLDED STYRENE 


DESIGN PRESERVATION MODELS” 


Design Preservation Modcis’ HO injection molded styrene kits come complcte 
with window glazing, sheet styrene roofs, full instructions with exploded view 
drawings and painting suggestions. They have the architectural details cast in 
place, so they’re quick to build using any plastic cement. And they’re fun to 
paint! You will have a highly realistic model for very little effort or expense. We 


| guarantee your satisfaction 


F . 7° \ _- i iat cay 
AVAILABLE FROM PACIFIC BELT — BBE I} ieee 
LINES AT REALISTIC PRICES ba a 
aye Ps, ‘mga 
Building Kits: murs saooe noweRTs om GOODS 
from $8.80 to $12.75 SRERSEEREEEREE HEE EER ES 


PACIFIC BELT LINES CATALOGUE 


AMRA Journal No 208 


Our range inciudes: a 


*ARKITS 

* ATHEARN LOCOS & WAGONS 
* ATHEARN SPARE PARTS 

* ATLAS LOCOS & BODY KITS 

* ATLAS SPARE PARTS 


* ATLAS BUILDINGS, 
ACCESSORIES & TRACK 


* BACHMANN/SPECTRUM 

* CAMPBELL SCALE MODELS 

* DESIGN PRESERVATION 
MODELS 


* FLOQUIL PAINTS 

* HIGHLINERS BODY KITS 

* HUMBROL PAINTS 

* LABELLE LUBRICANTS 

* LGB 'G' SCALE 

* LIMA 

* MICROSCALE DECALS & 
SOLUTIONS 


* MODEL DIE CASTING LOCOS 
& WAGONS (incl 'G’ scale) 
* NORTH YARD WHEELS & PARTS 


Modular Wall System Kits: * a - 
from $4.75 to $6.40 To receive our product catalogue, . Bish galtes oe hiainins 
| post paid, please send a $2.00 PACIFIC BELT LINES vena” ~ 
| Modular Kits: cheque or $2.00 value in stamps. REPOWER KITS 
$15.95 (98 pieces) You will also receive regular * PACIFIC BELT LINES . 
: = newsletters advising new products FLYWHEELS 
$23.95 (141 pieces available and specials. 
$31.95 (172 pieces) * PECO TRACK & ACCESSORIES 
Freight Co & Warehouse $39.95 RETAIL OUTLET . coe CO BUILDING KITS 
3 PART 
are Bag Our retail outlet is located at Acacia ~ 
ym gue Sti ane ora cop geggoucrs, 
por ba eb 7 | Saturday: Q9am-4pm * SPECTRONICS CONTROLLERS 
a a aa'anig Thursday: 4 pm - 8 om & ELECTRONIC ACCESSORIES 
ar oa ag (other times by appointment) 


* STEWART HOBBIES, LOCOS & 
Proprietors: PARTS 
Don & Heather Palmer * WALTHERS PRODUCT LINES 


ONE OF THE 
UNLIMITED POSSIBILITIES! 


Bankcard, Visa and Mastercard facilities are available. 


THE NEW RANGE OF ENGLISH RAIL BOOKS HAS ARRIVED 
AT Train World AND A NEW BOOKSHELE IS 
BEING BUILT TO DISPLAY THEM , . \y - 
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Laybuy or use 


Bankcard. Visa 
or Mastercard 
Mailorder service 
avatlable. 


PTY. LTD. -~INCORPORATED IN VIC. 


624 HAWTHORN ROAD-EAST BRIGHTON sx.beR! os. - 
PO. BOX 2100 NORTH BRIGHTON 3186 *idi“Noem ko, | 


Shop hours: Mon.-Thurs. 10am.- 6.30pm. % 


Friday 10 a.m.- 9. 30/0.m. (03)596 -6342 


Saturda 2a.m.-5.002m 


